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Wh#n the great Civil War broke upon this country the National 
Government foxjuid Wisconsin to be one of its most loyal statee. 
Enthuaiaezr for the Union ran high ae Wiaconein wae a republican 
state and, in fast had been the founder of the new Republican Party. 
Political opinion in the state was divided into two factions ^i^ep - 
ublicans and democrats. Among the latter was the copperhead ele * 
ment which though not strong could cause considerable trouble. 
Opinion in Wisconsin was shaped somewhat by the nature of the 
population. Wisconsin had been the haven of great numbers of for- 
eigners who came here because it was a rich agricultural region, 
and at that time what might be called a frontier state. The larger 
part of these foreigners were German. Attempts had been made to 
make Wisconsin a Germaui state by offering special Inducements to 
immigrants. To secure the right of voting but one year of residence 
was required.^ Milwaukee was the landing place of most of these 
people, and from here they spread outito the interior to develop 
the new land waiting for the axe and the plow. Between 1850 and 
1860 Wisconsin received more of the German influx to this country 
than any other stated The foreigners were usually democratic in 
views, and they united against knownothingism. Many of them were 

ignorant and proved an easy prey for professional politicians who 
needed their support.^ 

1 Paust, Albert German Element in the United States. 

( New York 1909 ) Houghton Mifflinft Co. p. 469. 

2 Ibid. p. 469. 
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Eoonomlcally the state was in the procerre of formation. The 
northwestern part wae as yet sparge ly settled and in the northern 
part was a territory not yet cut up into count ies* Here there were 
no railroads but the principal points communicated with the out- 
side world by means of the stage coach. Word could not be received 
from some parte in less time than two weeks. Through out the state 
was scattered a population of 775,881 of which ?76,927 were for- 
elgn born • One would not expect a population with go large a 
percent of foreigners to be as enthusiastic about the Union as 
one made up largely of native Americans, but when the first call 
came for volunteers on April 14th, the quota of Wisconsin was 780 
men and the state fiarnished 817 men. On Bray 3rd a second call came 
and the quota of Wisconsin was 21,753 and the state furnished 25^499 
men. More men were available than '^ould be accepted by the Nation- 
al Government. 

In the spring of 1862 there were in the Union Ariry 637,126 men 
and the prevailing impression was that this would be enough to - 
crush the rebellion, and in order to cut down the expenses of the 
Government the recruiting ser^^ice of the state was closed on April 
3rd, and the property at the places of rendez voup was sold, ^he 
unfavorable turn of the war after April 1862 and the depiction of 
the army in the field brought a new dem.and for men and so on June 
6th, 1862 the recruiting business was again started up, but the bus- 
iness had so effectively closed that its resumption was attended 
with difficulties. Ken had retia*ned to peaceful persuits and had 
become busily engaged. The novelty of entering the military service 
which always comes at the outbreak of a war began to fade away and 
as news of the disastor to the Union Army came home from the front 
the enthusiasm for war received a chill. Digitized by GoOQie 
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?hls new demand for rren brought up thf=^ question of how many 
men each state should furnish as Its share to the Union Army. The 
troops previous to this had been accepted regardless of the place 
from which they came. In order to determine this the following - 
method was adopted: the population of the state was compared to 
that of all the states from which troops ^ere required. The pro - 
portion of troops which should have been furnlched by any state 
was to the number furnished from all the states as the number of 
Inhabitants of that state wag to the a^^regate number of Inhabitant 
of all the states. The solution of this proportion gave the number 
Wisconsin should have furnished up to July 2rd ,1862. If any state 
had a deficit It was added on to this, but as has been shown Wis - 
cons In had an excess of volionteers and the Governor was not per - 
mltted to raise more. 



3 Federal Census. 
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Draft of 1862 . cPredits. 
II 
wTi only 8nd,1862, x resident a-,lncoln called for 300,000 volun- 

tears » But TOlunteerlng had nearly oeaeed and great efforts were 

made to arouse the latent enthusiasm. Governor Salomon divided 

V 

the state into five regimental districts as nearly even as possible 
in population and each one was to furnish one regiment, thus making 
up the quota of five regiments<4) Arrangements were made by the 
Governor for a state bounty resembling that of New York, the funds 
to be raised by private contributions and loans, on the faith that 
the legislature would later aulrhorize the re payment of these 
contributions • but before arrangements were completed for the 
raising and handilhgr of this fund. President Lincoln had called 
for 300,000 more men ( on August 4 ) to be furnished by August 15, 

arid if they were not a draft for the defj^ciency was to be made • 

•J 

This short time allowed for the raising x)f these troops made the 
bounty system impractical • 

Then too, the calls came in the middle of the summer, and 
the laborers who made up a large share of the population were 
busy gathering in the harvest and it was quite imposible for 
them to get away. The quota for the first call was supposed to 
be 5000 men, at least that was the impression created at Madison, 
and the quota for the second call was 11,904 men. Considerable 
discussion arose as to the accuracy of these figures and Gover- 
nor Salomon began a correspondence with the War Department to 
get the matter settled def inisltely, and he was Informed that the 
quota for each call was 11,904 men, but enlletments for old reg- 
iments might be credited on this, also that the state was to get 

4 Wisconsin senate uournal, 1863, p. S3 . 
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(5) 
credit for any exoess It lilght have. If old regiments were 

not filled by Auguat 15^ a apeolal draft was to take |)lace to 
fill them. The quota was 20,008, after deducting the excess of 
men above all calls , but the quotas had already been apportioned 
under the supposition that 16,808 was the required number and the 
Governor did not like to change it leet it might cause consider- 
able dissatisfaction • 

Neither the state nor the Rational Government had ever resort- 
ed to conscription to fill up the army and so there were no state 
laws regarding it. It was quite contrary to the past military 
policy of the American people, and what was worse, Wisconsin contain- 
ed forelgnerp who had come here to excape the compulsory military 
service of their native land. There was no enrollment of the arms 
bearing population of the state and so this had to be done before 
a draft could be resorted to. The assessors of the different 
towns had been instructed by the Governor to make such an enroll- 
ment but it had never been satisfactorily accomplished, and the 
Governor found himself called upon to perform a duty without any 
regulations to guide him . Thereupon he called upon the War Depart 
went for orders and the Secretary of War established rules and 
regulatios for the draft. The quota of the state was given to 
the Governor and he was to apportion it among the different towns 
and wards according to the population and not according to the 
number of men liable to military duty because the enrollment was 
not completed. In this method of procedure the localities that 
had been patriotic got no credit for it, but had to furnish as 

5 benate Journal, 1863 p,!3F. 

6 Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, , - 

Series 3, v. 1, p, 334. • Digitized by GoOgle 
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many men as one which was not 00 loyal. 

The sheriff 8 of the cotintlea were ordered to make an enroll- 
ment of all men between the ages of eighteen and f our ty -five, and 
they were given the power to appoint deputies to aid them in the 
work. After the lists were completed they were to be posted in 
some public place for at least three days to enable the people 
to make corrections if necessary. The enrollment showed 127,894 
men subject to military duty, of whiefe. 28,012 were exempt for 
disability and other causes, ihe enrolling officers encountered 
considerable difficulty in getting the rolls corrected as many 
were foreigners and of coxorse they asked for exemption on the 
grounds of alienage. Some of them it seems had exercised the 
franchise right and were therefore liable , To settle the matter 
the War Department ordered that anyone exercising the franchise 
right was subject to military duty^'^'^. The sheriffs were to 
retain one copy of the lists and were to forward one to office 
of the Adjutant General- , and this was to be in by September 1. 
To carry on the work the Governor appointed a draft commissioner 
and an examining surgeon for each county. All claims for exemption 
were to be maAo to these officers and if the claimfi were Just 

exemption was granted, and when this was completed the sheriffs 

(8) 
sent in the rolls to the Adjutant General, ihese officers were 

paid by the National Government at the rate of four dollars per 

day J^^ 

7 Adjutants Generals report, 1862, p. 78. 

8 Ibid. p. 81. 

9 Official Records of Union and Confederate Armies, Serles3,v.2, 

p. 534. 
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The War Department sent out regulations declaring the follow- 
ing people exempted from the draft; all persone in the military 
service, all telegraph operators and constructors actually en - 
gaged on August 5^ all engineers of locomotives, all artificers 
and workman employed in any public arsenal or armory, all post - 
office and stage drivers who were employed in carrying the mail, 
members of Congress, all ferrymen who were employed on any ferry 
on the post road: all pilots; all marines employed in the sea * 
service of any merchant or citizen of the United States; all 
engineers and pilots of registered* or licensed steaunboats and 
steamships; and all persons exempted by the laws of the respective 
states from military duty. ^ I'hemen drafted were to assemble at 
the v^ounty tjseat within five days . where transportation war to be 
furnished them to the place of rendez vpus by the Governor. They 
were examined here by the examining surgeon and if accepted they 
were grouped in squads and sent to rendez vous. Then they were 
organized by the Adjutant General into companies and regiments of 
infantry, by assigning one hundred and one men to each company and 
ten companies to each regiment and then a copy of the organization 
was sent to the commandant at rendez vous.-^^^^ 

The. order had been given for a draft on August 15, if the quota 
waslnot fullxbut it was entirely impossible to draft for men at that 
time, because the rolls had not yet been made. Governor Salomon 

10. Official Records, S*3 v.8 p • 334 . 
11. Ibid, p.335t General order No. 99 sent out to states where no 
draft laws existed. 
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wrote to Stanton on August 11, as follows? " urders and arranger •-i 
ments for the draft are received from Adjutant General. I aro pro - 
ceedlng to the enrollment, and will have it completed ae soon 
as poBsihle. It will be at least the 10th of September before 
drafting can actually commence. Volunteering in this state has 
been deliayed by the harvest, but I think we shall fill our first 
call by the 15th. The spirit of volunteering to avoid the draft 
is very active.. I am constantly beseiged by letters and dispatch - 
es from towns to know whether if they furnish their quotas of 
voltinteers for both calls ,they will be exempt from the draft. 
The plan of only receiving volunteers for old regiments after 
the 15th instant will work ba^ly if the localities are not to 
be credited with those volunteers; for all such volunteers being 
taken will, of coxirse, increase the chance of draft in the local - 
ities from which they go. It is very desirable that we should 
be allowed to receive volunteers and organize regiments down to 
the time when the draft begins. If so ,it will greatly accelerate 

the filling of our quota. If you prefer ,fix a later day for this 

i 

^tate ^beyond which volunteering cannot be received. Fix 10th 

September i^ possible » or 31st August if ^ou cannot take so 
late a date. To cut off volunteering by the 15th of August 
will check the spirit among the loyal people of this state, who 
are thoroughly aroused to the determination to fill all b^ vol- 
unteering if they can be allowed to do so by giving them time 
enough. Do not pi:^^ a damper upon the present enthusiasm of our 
people. If the Government will allow this, I will assign 
enough of the volunteers to fill the old regiments from tiis 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



state, I must have the authority asked for. To cut off volun - 
teering in this state when it takes ten days to reach the most 
distant portions is unfair and unjust, and our people so feel it. *' 
Certainly with conditions as described Governor Salomon was placed 
in a trying position. He wanted to do his duty toward the national 

4 

Government, and at the same tiir»e he could not turn a deaf ear to 
the voice of his people. If volunteering were shut off at this 
time it would be like drafting a man before he had a chance to 
volunteer. 

Salomon did not hear from Stanton until August 14, concerning 

( 13 ^ 
his request. On that day he received a general opder on the 

subject the text of was; Ist. That after the 15th day of this 

month, bounty and advance pay shall not be paid to volunteers for 

any new regiments, but only to volunteers now in the field and 

volunteers to fill up the new regiments now organizing but not 

yet full. 

Snd. Volunteers to fill new regl'rents now organizing will 
be received and paid the bounty and advance pay until tl»e J?2nd 
day of this month. If not completed then the regiments will be 
consolidated. 

3rd . Volunteers for old regiments were to be received until 
September 1st. 

4th. Draft was to be made on September 3rd between the hours 
of 9 A.t/. and 5 f.m. and continued from day to day until completed. 
12. Official Records, Series 3, v#2 p. 357. 
13. Ibid. p. S80. 
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5th. If old regiments ^ere not full September 1, a draft was to 
take place to fill them. 

6th* No furloughs were to be granted. 
The Governor was given permlBsion to postpone the draft if he 
could hot carry it out on September 3, and the draft was according-^ 
ly set for a later date. The Governor Immediately sent the follow- 
ing note to the War Department. 

•* In reply to yours of this date, I would say, that a special 
enrollment of the militia was ordered and the instructions sent 
out August 10; that some portions of the state have no railroads 
nor telegraphs and can not be reached in le.es th€ui a fortnight by 
mail. The returns were ordered to be made beptember l,at fartherest. 
It will take some time to collect these returns when made; we can 
not possibly carry into effect the order for Septembers., but will 
do it as soon as possible thereafter* 

Meanwhile the work of preparing for the draft went on* The 
work of enrolling the men was a long and tedious Job. Governor 
balo^non wrote to Stanton on August 26; **...What course shall I 
take where in a township no man will serve as enrolling officer 
and the people refuse to give their names and abandon their houses 
when an officer comes to enroll ther^ t'^'^ This was not an un- 
common affair in the east central portion of Wisconsin where the 
population was largely foreign. The men would flee and the women 
refused to tell where they had gone and sometimes they even were 
bold enough to attack the officers. Stanton sent the following 

14. Official Records, Series 3, ti, p. 482. 
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ref^ly:"ln the case supposed In your telegram of yesterday after- 
noon^ 1 do not know anything better than toilet them slid^. 
Such a ppli,cy would delay the work, and besides, was an injustice 
to those regions that were loyal, but under the circumstances and 
with so short a time sUiead it was about all that could be done., 
•^here was a goneral prejudice against the system of conscription 
from the start, and when Governor Salomon called the legislatiire 
in extra session in September, 1962, he asked for the passage of 
militia laws so that the draft would be more equitable and just. 
The Governor advised a law that divided the men liable to military 
duty into two classes,f irst, the yoving men and those tmmarried up 
to about the age of thirty five, and second, the rest up to the age 
of fo\^ty five. Then the young men were to be called on firek. 

The legislature failed to take action on this matter until the 

15 
session of 1863 came. A state law exempted from military duty 

active euid retired firemen and officers who were or had been 
commissioned in the militia. In writing to Stanton the Governor 
refers to these as paper officers and advises the Secretary that 
these men should not be exempt . 

Governor balonon was one of the grea" r^any who believed 
that if volunteering had not been cut off by the National Gov- 
ernment when it was the state could have filled the entire quota 
by volunteering ,and he suggested to the War Department that it 
would be more satisfactory and spoody to do so . 

15. Wisconsin State Journal, Sept. 10, 1863. 

16. Wis. State Jour. Sept. 11, 1862. 
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Quotas assigned. The Draft executed, 



The quotas assigned to the different counties for the draft 



were (17) 




Brown 


155 


Buffalo 


16 


Dane 


114 


Dodge 


B$4 


Door 


63 


Dunn 


— 


Oreen 


©7 


Green Sake 


74 


Iowa 


2S3 


Jefferson 


63 


Kenosha 


180 


Kewaunee 





Lafayette 


148 


Washington 


807 


Manitowoc 


438 



Marathon 


19 


Marquette 


131 


Milwaukee 


— 


Outagamie 


99 


Ozaukee 


5S9 


Pepin 


74 


Raoine 


194 


Rook 





Sheboygan 


205 


Shawano 


— 


Vernon 


18 


Waukesha 


181 


Waushara 


5 



The count iee marked with a dash had not reported the returns of 
the enrollnient. The counties not mentioned had an excess of 
volunteers and so.no draft was necessary . By October 24, all 
the quotas had been made with the exception of Milwaukee, 
Kewaunee, and Washington Count ies« Kewaunee and Washington 
Counties were assigned their quota shortly after this. While 



17. Ad;)utant General's Report, 1888. p* P09. 
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that of Milwaukee County wae made on November 7. The quota for 

(18) 
the county was 728, and for the City of Milwaukee 456. 

The Governor ordered that the dreuft take j)lace on November 10, 
and continue until all quotas were full. Drafting was to be 
done by towns . The commissioner drafted in the towns of his 
county in regular order. In Milwaukee County the sheriff was 
detected in making gross errors. Some names had been counted 
three or four tiroes, and many names had been returaed which 
could not be found on the muster rolls « By this means the 
quota of Milwaukee ^uounty was only 105, but t?hen properly 
done it should have been over seven hundred, so the whole thing 
had to be gone over againl^®^ Evidence of gross injustice in 
tihe surgical examinations came to light in Manitowoc County and 
a whole new re-exarination was ordered thereby putting this 
county BO far back that it could not draft in 1862 at all . 
:i When the order for the draft came excitement reigned supreme, 
especially in the eastern and southern counties • The newspapers 
helped the excitement on by their sensational headlines. Many 
expected a squctd of armed soldiers would appear at their doors 
with handcuffs and chains to take all the inmates at all hazaras.' 
And as the exclten-'ent grew in intensity and ertensivjiy' threats 
of resistance were heard on every side. Many of the foreigners 
could not read English, and the German papers were ao disloyal 
that had they been printed in English no doubt they would have 
been suppressed. 
19. Adjutant General ♦s Report, 1862. p. 146. 

18. Quotas for the towns of Wisconsin are given in the 
Adjutant General's Report 1862, pp. 209-10. 
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A0 the time for draft approached the different towns made sup- 
reme efforts to fill their quotas by volunteering. War meetings 
were held in the school houses and speakers were in great de- 
mand « Men who never spoke before nor afterward were found to be 
fountains of patriotic eloquence) ' Some of them no doubt were 
anxious to have some one else go so that they in txxrn would not 
be drafted. The Cresent, the leading newspaper of Outagamie Coun- 
ty says that towns held meetings to arouse enthusiasm for volun- 
teering. The town of Hortonville in August 1862 pledged ten re- 
cruits and agreed to give them a special botinty of fifty dollars 
each« ^This splendid and patriotic act was favorably commented 
on by the local newspapers ."It put a spur in the ribs of every 
other town in the county. •^^^^ This, with the appeals of the ora- 
tors, stimulated enthuslam to fever heat. The coionty board was 
asked to offer a fifty dollar bounty. In one evening in the town 
of Dale nine of th^se present at the meeting volimteered. ^*® ) 
This was exceptionally good when the fact is considered that 
prior to August 1862 one hundred men had loft this coimty to 
enlist elsewhere. 

William S» Waimer was a candidate for district attorney in 
Outagamie county. He offered to give one half of his salary so 
long as the war lasted, if he was elected, for the relief of 
soldiers^ families. In this coimty the coxjuity bounty was given 
only to married men. 
20. Butterf ield,C.W. History of Pon du Lac County. 

(Chicago 1880) Western Historical Co. p. 661 • 
21* Butterf ield, C.W. History of Waukesha County. 
(Chicago 1880) Western Historical Co. p. 521* 
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On Hovexnber 10, hinety-nine men were drafted from Outag€unie 
county. They had twenty daye in which to procure a eubetitu^e. 
The drafted men were ordered to- go home and to report at Appleton 
the following Wednesday. The Creeent of November 29, 1862 says 
in regard to their returning to town, •Tremendous excitement :- 
Drafted Greenvlllians take Appleton. On Wednesday last, seven 
wagons loaded with drafted men from Greenville, with flags wav- 
ing in the breeze and a band of music came into town to report 
for duty* They rode througjh the principal streets, stopping in 
front of our office and favored the Cresent with three rousing 
cheers, for which we tendered our thanks. Vutual good feeling 
prevailed among that entire democratic body.** The big scare 
seemed to have come to, th6 men before the drafting. Hen who had 
always boasted of their robust health suddenly became stricken 
with a kind of draft malaria, and could hardly walk to the of- 
fice of the commissioner. The Saturday Reporter of ^on du Lao 
on September 3, said:«* ''For one whole week the draft commiss- 
ioner's and surgeon's office in this city has been crowded 
with applicant's for exemption. The sidewalk in front of the 
stairway in Darling's block has been crowded and the passage 
crammed full. A large number of certificates have been filled 
attesting to the great degree of mortality prevailing. Ho doubt 
in many cases the appliceLnts were unfit for military duty cmd 
22. Bothwell & Goodspeed. History of Outagamie County. 

(Chicago 1911) Goodspeed Historical Assoc* p. 318# 
25. Ibid. p. 318 
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should not be abused for applying there, but so many robust and 
healthy men have come up that some wag put up a sign over the 
door labeled "cowards' headquarters**. 1/fen learned of the 
sudden and dangerous illness of friends in Canada and ten left 
Watakesha in one night* Thirteen left Oconomowcc on a certain 
Sunday evening » Canada did not appear to have enough people to 
take care of its sick and the people had to go.^^^) 

The draft commenced on Fovember 10 with the exception of 
Milwaukee County, where it had been postponed until the nine- 
teenth because of the threatened riot and the citizens had 
asked for longer time to perfect the rolls* Ueanwhile in Oz* 
atakee Coianty things had taken a txxrn for the worst « This county 
was strongly foreign and had always been democratic. In 1860 
Douglas had 1885 votes while Lincoln had 627. ^ Some main- 
tained that the manner in which the dr<f t was conducted caused 
the riot rather than a desire to oppose the government. Both 
causes helped to precipitate the trouble. The minds of the peo- / 
pie were in such a state that any provocation would have started 
them. The people had selected A.M.Blair as draft commissioner 
and Dr. Stillman as sxargeon and asked the governor to appoint 
them. Salomon appointed William A. Pors and Dr. Hartwig. Con- 
siderable didsatisfaction was found in the examinational some 
believing that wealth and position had great weight -*n: getting 
exempt . 

On the morning of November 10^ 1862, Mr. Pors and his assist- 
ants went to the courthouse to begin the draft. When he was 
siezed by the crowd which numbered about 1000 people variously 
armed and inflamed by whiskey. It consisted mostly of Germans 
24. Butterfleld, C.W. Hist, of Waiikesha Co. p. ^g^tiJedbyGoOQlc 
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fta^ Belgians commonly called Luxemburgers . Rone of them were . 
Irish* The rolls were seized and destroyed and Pors was dragged 
to the door and thrown down the steps sustaining some injury* 
Re fled to the postoffice and concealed himself in the cellar 
for a time, and later fled to Milwaukee. They then marched to 
his residence and demolished it, and not satisfied with this they 
destroyed the property of a mrniber of other citizens. 

** By this time the mob had become furious and seemed bent on 
the destruction of both life and property. Dividing into squads, 
one division proceeded to the store of John Droecker and compell- 
ed him to paint him a banner with the words" no draft ", and with 
this motto floating to the breeze they continued their wanton 
course destroying property as they went....^ ' The anti • 
draft faction being composed mostly of Catholics, naturally got 
the masons mixed up in the affair, and the mob began to hunt 
out the masons as objects for attack. The other squad consisting 
of the rough class made the rotands of the saloons and compelled 
the proprietor to give them liquor, after which they rushed 
through the streets crazed with drink, and yelling ' no draft * 

.r 

* burn the public buildings * . Mr. Tows ley, a lawye^ of Port 
Washington, was seized and nearly killed by the mob, but managed 
to get away from them. Jo^ln R. Bohan, editor of the Ozaukee 
County Advertiser, when on the way to his office was seized and 
made to paint the sign • no draft, no destruction of property \ 
by the more conservative faction who put this afloat ing in the 
breeze. This compulsory piece of work came near costing the 
25. Butterfield,C.W. History of Washington and Ozaukee Counties. 
(Chicago 1881 ) Western Historical Co., p. 489. (S6) Ibid. p. 494. 
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editor two nionthfl impriBonment at Madison, but he said later, 
* when a man^e life's at stake he is willing to take chances on 
the law * . 

The rioters got possession of a four pound cannon used for 
Fourth of July celebrations and loaded it with the only ball they 
could find, then mounted it on the pier and defied Uncle Sam 
to come and arrest them. Eight corrpanies of soldiers were sent 
over from )/ilwaukee by order of the Governor • They were taken 
by boat up to within five miles of the city and unloaded. On 
Friday , November 14, they surrounded the town while the Provost 
Marshal aided by soldiers marched in and began to arrest the 
leaders. At the approach of the soldiers the rioters Kid in 
barns and sheds, while some took to the woods, but were met by 
the soldiers outside the city and arrested* The presence of 
Uncle Sam had been too much for thernl^''^^ Eighty were convicted 
in the Provost Marshal *s court and taken to Milwaukee by-boat. 
The company marched through the streets of Milwaukee in the 
form of a square with the prisoners in the center, so as to make 
theaffair as imposing as possible for the benefit of the people 
there who might try to resist the authority also.. The prisoners 
were kept at Caunp Washburn for a time and then transfered to the 
Bull Pen at Madison. In all about 130 were convicted and held 
hore. This riot no doubt would kindle the ire of the Irish and 
German element in Milwaukee which had threatened resistance, 

27 • West Bend Post. Nov. 15, 1862. 
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80 Governor Salomon proceeded to shut the lid on tight. He 
ieaued a proclamation to the people of Ozaukee Coiinty to this 
effect ; ( November 11 ) 

^ Information has reached me of a disgraceful and violantdis* 
turbance of thepublic peace and forcible resistance to the 
drafts accompanied with personal violence to the commissioner 
for drafting, and other persons, and destruction of property in 
your county. I have taken steps to have the perpetrators and 
abettors of these crimes promptly arrested. They as well as every 
person interfering with or resisting the draft, will be arrested 
and punished according to the Proclamation of the President of 
United States of September 25th ,1862* 

It is one of the inherent and necessary powers of every gov- 
ernment to call upon its citizens, or subjects, to take up arms 
in its defence. This power exists beyond question in the Govern- 
ment of United States. An act of Congress has authorized the 
President to call out the militia, and the draft ordered in this 
state, as in all other loyal states, is made in pursuance of 
that act of Congress. Resistence by you to the Government of the 
United States, or of this state, is both wrong and vain, and can 
only lead to calamity and misfortune to those who attempt it. 
The draft will be executed in your county, as well as in every 
other coimty of the state where it has been ordered. 

I have sent a sufficient e4iltary power into yoxir county 
under the command of the special Provost Marshal of the state, 
appointed by the President of United States for such and other 
purposes, in order to arrest those who are guilty of the recent 
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violent reslBtance to the draft, and to see that the draft le 
properly inforced Inyotir coiinty, and I now call on you to make 
no fxarther resietance to the lawfully constituted authorities, 
but to submit to the laws of the countryt,.** (88) 

Two days before the draft was to take place in li^ilwaukee, the 
Governor i5?sued a Proclamation to the people of that county, 
{ November 17th) in which he said? 

* •••as chief executive of this state it is my duty to execute 
this draft. A sufficent military force has been employed to 
protect the officers who have been trusted with the execution 
of this law in your county, to enforce obedience to it, and prompt- 
ly to suppress any tumultuous or riotious proceedings* 

I trust it will not become necessary to employ force in order 
to enforce the law and maintain peace in your community, but 
should it becone necessary I shall not shrink from the responsi- 
bility which the laws impose upon me. Your county and its 
several towns and wards has been justly and fairly treated in 
the apportionment of the number of men required and leniency was 
even shown you by extension of time in order that volunteers or 
substitutes might be provided. If bloodshed should occur, the 
responsibility must fall upon the heads of those who resist the 
laws. My duty is to see then enforced. The disgraceful scenes 
that recently occurred in a neighboring county shall not be re - 
enacted in your community . . . . " ^ ^^ ^ 
He closed by appealing to the people to submit to the laws. 

28. Thwaites, R.G. Messages and Proclamations of Wisconsins* 

War Governors, ( Madison 191S ) Wisconsin Historical Commission, 

p. 147-48. (29) Ibid. p. 150. 
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Ihat effect these had on the people is hard to deterinine, but 
the presence of troops was sufficient to quell their riotious 
spirits. The military was placed under Colonel Stat^kweather and 
when the draft tooX place all the roads lecuiing to the city were 
picketed, and soldiers were stationed around in squads, to 
assemble at a given notice. Companies were irarched through the 
streets so as to impress upon the people the earnestness of the 
Government. The draft went on without disturbance. At West 
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Bend, in Washington Coionty, The commissioner was attacked but he 
managed to break away from his assailants and fled from the city. 
The muster rolls were saved by a girl who spirited then away in 
the excitement. Pour companies of the Thirty^first Regiment were 
sent there immediately. The sight of the blue-coats took all 
desire to resist out of them, and the Jfarshal weny on and completed 
the draft. The draft in Manitowoc County was not completed until 
the Spring of 1863. 

As soon as the draft was made the notices were written out 
and given to the Deputy Uarshals of the several counties, who 
were mcule responsible for serving them on the persons drafted. 
Sometim.e8 the person could not be fovind and the officer worked 
in vain. If the person was absent the officer had to repotrt where 
they could b e found. The drafted men were assembled at the County. 
Seat and examined, if exempted they were allowed to go, if not exem 
pted they were made up into squads and sent under guard to places 
of rendez vous at the expense of the Government. Before being 
sent they were registered and examined by the physician, and if 
the person claimed exemption his case was heard by the board and 
if they voted to exempt him the proper papers were made out and 
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A typical draft notice. 

Sheboygan, Nov. IP, 1863. 
lat ward. 

To Fritz Schraedei* 
Sir: 

You are hereby notified that your naire was duly 
enrolled upom the list of yovir county, and that you have been drafts 
ed therefrom into the service of United States to serve for nine 
months unless sooner difscharged. You will appear in person at 
thecounty seat of your county, on the _zzr^^^^^ inst, for tran- 
sportation to the camp of rendcz vous for your regiment at 

Substitute may be offered at render vous. 

5r5?1.2?!I!Ili££i25SC §l}S^2yE52—52x 
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presented to him. If held he was asked if he desired a substitute. 
If he was a reliable man or had some one to vouch for him, he was 
granted a few days to look for one. Otherwise he was sent to ren- 
d«z vous.^21) Th» substitute got his money when he got to the 
general rendez vous. The drafted man took his substitute to the 
Post Commandant and as soon as he was accepted the principal 
was released* 

The camps of rendez vous for drafted men were at the 
following places; for Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Kenosha, Racine, 
and Kewaunee Counties at Camp Utley, Racine, under Lieutenant 
David Lane. For Brown, Dodge, Door, Outagamie, i'arathon, K'ilwaukee 
Ozaukee and Washington Counties at Camp Washburn, Kilwa\ikee, 
\ander Lieutenant Colonel E.L. Page. For Vernon, Buffalo ,Dane, 
Iowa , Green, Green Lake, Marquette, Jefferson, Pepin, Waukesha, 
and Waushara atCamp Randal l,V)adison, under ^ficlptain E.R.Chase. 
It was the intention to form the34 and 35 regiments of these 
drafted men, but they were given a chance to volunteer for three 
years in old regiments with boxinty and advance pay, or for nine 
months without the bounty and advance pay, and so many volunteered 
that there were not enough left, so they were consolidated into 
the 34th regiment at Camp Washburn. The camp at Racine was 
broken up in December 1862, and the one atKadison on January 
2, 1863, leaving but one at Milwaukee. The regiment was officered 
under the rules and regulations of the War Department , and the 

30. Quiner, E.B. Military History of Wisconsin, 
( Chicago 18G6), Clark Z- Co., p. 148. 

31. At the county seat the commie slonerappointed a lance Corpor- 
al for every eight men and a lance Sargeant for every sixteen. 
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CommlBslonfl were filled out by appointment by the Governor* To 
relieve hardehlpe that might come about through the draft, thoee 
not drafted who were appointed to commlsBions could enlist ae 
Bubstltutee for other men* The regiment of 961 men left the 
state January 24, 1663, for OolumbUB Kentucky, and served until 
August 17, at which time they ret\irned to Kilwaukee and were 
mustered out on September 8« It was composed mostly of Germans 
and Belgians. The report says that they became proficient in 
drill and attached to the service, and many of them re-enlieted 
in the 35 regiment then forming. 

The results of the draft of 1862 were not at all gratifying 
and it looks like a grave mistake that the Government shut off 
volunteering in August. The draft proved to be a very slow pro- 
cess of raising troops, and its only good side seems to be in 
that it stimulated enlisting. A little more than twenty-five 
per cent of the number drafted v^ere mustered in, while about 
twenty-five per cent failed to report. 

Number drafted 4537 

Mustered in 1739 

Deserted from camp 19 

Discharged 988 

Reported 2875 

Palled to report 1701 

Volunteered 491 

The result by counties was as follows; 
32. Adjutant General's Report, 1862, p. 98. 
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County. No. Vuetered Discharged. Deerrted. 
drafted in 



Fiir lough. Not 

reported, 



Brown 
Buffalo 


155 
16 


67 
12 


44 
2 


Dane 


76 


31 


13 


Dodge 


247 


103 


55 


Door 


63 


29 


87 


Green 


85 


18 


1 


GreenLake 


64 


41 


8 


Iowa 


157 


55 


6 


Jeff ere on 


36 


15 


7 


Kenosha 


180 


83 


28 


Kewaunee 


124 


57 


85 


LaFayette 


148 


35 


28 


Manitowoc 


397 


56 


65 


yarathon 


19 


8 


7 


Marquette 


131 


52 


25 


Milwaukee 


683 


211 


157 


Outagamie 


99 


25 


15 


Ozaukee 


521 


194 


135 


Pepir. 


58 


27 


12 


Racine 


184 


80 


. 41 


Sheboygan 


805 


119 


26 


Vernon 


12 


8 


3 


Washington 768 


289 


832 


Waukesha 


180 


91 


86 


Waushara 


5 







1 

5 



3 
8 



10 
2 



1 

3 
5 

1 

17 

4 
63 



2 

3 
3 



5 

5 



41 
2 

20 
87 

7 

7 

15 

94 

11 

60 
41 

84 

254 

4 

60 
858 

59 
198 

11 

57 

55 

1 

?37 

57 



TOtil "4537 1700 988 19 189 1701 

■^hirty nine were not located but were added to T'o. inusteredin. 
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The table on the forir^er page is found In the Adjutant General's 
Report for 1863, Schedule D, p, 198. 

The Governor sent out agents to arrest those who failed to 
report, but they either had sick relatives in Canada or took to 
the brush. The men arrested at Port Washington were held at Camp 
Randall while Governor Salomon was coinmuni eating with Lincoln 
in regiirti to what should be done with them. Finally they were 
txirned over to General Pope and later released by order of the 
Government, and they retxirnod home. The County of Ozaukee then 
entered upon a plan to rid Itself of the draft by organizing 
in the different towns a club to raise money to offer as local 
bounty. 

An interesting legal case grew out of this riot at Port 
Washington. Lincoln had ordered a suspension of the writ of 
Habeas Corpus when necessary so that the local courts could not 
interfere with the carrying out of the draft. One of the men 
arrested was a Mr. Kemp, who while imprisoned at Camp Randall 
sued out( December 4.1862) a writ of habeas corpus in the Wiscon- 
sin Supreme Court. This writ was disregarded by the comonanding 
officer < Mr. Elliot ) on the ground that Lincoln had authorised 
the suspension of the writ in case of public necessity. The 
matter came up for decision in the State Supreme Court on 
January 13,1863, and here they held that only Congress had the 
power to suspend the writ in {ilaces where war did not exist. Such 
a decision coming from a friendly court attracted national 
attention and required prompt action lest the Democrats make 
political capital of it tok the next election. Two months later 
Congress gave Lincoln the power. 
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The map on the opposite page le a railroad map of Wisconein 
for 1861. The Central and Northern part of the state wore not 
reached at all by railroads • Oshlrosh was the horthern moet 
city reached by the roads* 



1 Prairie Du Chlen 


17 


Konroe 


2 La Crosse 


18 


Kenosha 


3 Sparta 


19 


Racine 


4 Tomah 


20 


Milwaukee 


5 Oshkosh 






6 Berlin 






7 Pon Du Lac 






8 Sheboygan 






9 Horlcorn 






10 Portage 






11 Coliunbus 






12 Madison 






13 Jane svl lie 






14 Wilton Jxinctlon 






15 Whitewater 






16 Belolt 







Legislators often travelled from Superior to Madison during the 
winter by means of enowshoee. 
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IV. 
Attempts to revise trhe militia laws^ Conscription act of 
March 1863 . 

One of the results of the draft of 1862 was that it showed 
the need of legislation pertaining to the carrying on of a 
draft* It had taken fully five months to get about 1700 men 
into the army, then too it had worked certain hardships Which 
could easily have been avoided. For instance some fsBi&lies had 
sent one or two volunteers into the army and the draft took the 
last supporting member. Many times it took older married men who 
left families behind, while it passed by the young and vigerous 
men who would have made more enduring soldiers. When the Legie- 
latiare convened at Vadison on January 14, 1863 the Governor 
asked for a militia law to remedy these evils, and to provide 
for any future drafts that might be necessary. Peasing on the 
draft he said: 

•.. Conscription is in my Judgment the best, the true and 
proper of calling into the field the military power of a country; 
but in order to be effective, it should be governed by just, 
wise and proper regulations. Under the present law and orders 
of the War Department the man who is already beyond the prime of 
his life, whose constitution has been impaired by privations 
and hard labor, who has a large family dependent on him for 

their daily bread, who by hie industry and daily labor adds to 
the material wealth of the country, is as liable to be called otxt 
as the young man in the vigor of life, with no one dependent on 
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him for support* We should profit by the laws of Other nations 
and let history teach us by the examples it furnishes, j>iNapoleon*s 
famous armies raised by conscription were made up of young men . 

The legislature at this session voted upon the recommendation 
of the Governor to compensate Mr. Pors 3000 dollars for damages 
sustained at the hands of the mob at Port Washington, The other u 
men whose property was confiscated were compensated also* '^he 

idea was that the National Government would indemnify them 

(34^ 
later. A multitude of special acts were also passed authorizing 

towns to raise bounties for volunteers ^ and in the last weeks of 

Varch a law organizing the militia and providing for draft was 

passed, but not until the reeponaibllity of draft had been taken 

over by the National Government. This militia law divided the 

militia of the state into two parts ^ those men in arms and those 

liable to bear arms* The latter class was divided into three c r 

classes or parts and the younger men were to be called out first. 

The law also provided for the organisation of three regiments 

within three months, and if they were not full by that time a 

draft was to take place to make up the defeciency. These three 

regiments were to be used in Wisconsin, but were to be liable 

to draft by the National Authorities (§^^ Pour regiments were 

organised by July and so no draft was rtecessary. 

33. Thwaites, ^iessages and Proc* p. 163, 

34. «bid. P. 184. 

35. Adjutant Gen. Report, 1863, p. 157. 
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The Democrats and Copperheads kept up a continual howl in 
regftiid to the draft, and the Governor was the object of much 
slander and abuse. False chargee and unjust disorlinlnatlon 
were floating in the air. The democratic side of the Assembly 
called for the correspondence between Salomon and the War Depart- 
ment. The first motion was voted down however , but later ^JanSl^ 
it was again passed, and Governor Saloron submitted the correspon 
dence on February 5, the contents of which showed how hard and 
faithfully the Governor had worked to extend the time of drafting^ 
in order to raise the men by volunteering. The very men who voted 
to have the correspondence submitted , voted not to have it pub- 
lished. It seems that they were afraid the people of the state 
would see how they had slandered the Governor. ^^^' Among bther 
things they maintained that the. Governor had not tried to prevent 
the draft of 1862, but had wanted it. 

Meanwhile , on the €hlrd of March Congress had passed upon 
the recommendation of President Lincoln, a law providing for 
National control of the militias of the states. It is coirmonly 
known as the Conscription Aet. It did not abolish volunteering 
but rather stimulated it. To enforce the law a bureau was 
established at Washington and was called the Provost Marshal 
General •s B\ireau. Colonel James B. Fry was put at the head. 
The law divided the military force of the United States into two 
classes—let. all able bodied men between the ages of twenty and 
thirty five years, and tho^e lanmarried between the ages of thirty 
five and fourty five • 2nd, consisted of all others up to the 
age of fourty five. Persons of foreign birth who hatd declared 
36. Wisconsin State Joiirnal, Jfeb.lO, 1863. 
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on oath their Intentions of becoming American citizens were 
included* Section two of the act exempted the following people: 
^ and be it further enacted, That tho follc-ving porsons bo, and 
they are hereby, eycepted and exempted frow the previa ionE of 
this act, and shall not be liable to military duty under the same, 
towit: Such as are rejected ae phyeically or mentally unfit for 
the eervi ce ; also, first, the ^"ice President of United States, 
Judges of the various courts of the United States, the heads of 
the various executive departments of the Government, and the 
Governors of the several states. Secondly, the only son liable 
to military duty of a widow dependent upon his labor for support, 
fourth, where there are two or more sons of aged or infirm 
parents subject to draft, the father or if he be dead, the mother 
may elect which son shall be exempt • Kifth, the only brother 
of children not twelve years old, having neither father nor 
mother dependent upon his labor for support, sixth, the father 
of motherless children under twelve years of age dependent upon 
his labor for support. Seventh, where there are a father and 
sons in the same family and household, and two of them are in the 
military service of the United States as non-commissioned 
off icers, musicians, or privates, the residue of such family and 
household not exceeding two shall b^ exempt: and no persons but 
such as herein excepted shall be exempted: provided, however, 
"hat no person who has been convicted of felony shall tc enrolled 
or permitted +o serve in said forces ^(^"^ 

The country was divided into districts co-existing with the 

37. Official Records . seriesS, v. 3, pp. 88-89, 
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CongresBional Dietricte* In each state an Aeeietant Provost 
karshal General was appointed by the President to supervise the 
work of the state, while in each of the districts was a board of 
enrollment appointed by the President, and consisted of a Prov-i 
ost Marshal, a Comirissioner, and a licensed physican. It Tras the 
duty of these boards to subdivide their respective districts 
into single towns and wards, and an enrolling officer was 
appointed for each so that the rollc would be corrected before 
a draft was called .^^' Persons whose naces appeared on the 
rolls were subject to call for two years after July 1, 1863. 
Such men called out were to receive advance pay and bounty, but 
those who were drafted got no bounty. Persons claiirlng exemption 
could appear before the date of draft at the physicians office 
and have their claims heard* 

The quotas were assigned to the various districts and the 
names of the men in that district were put in the draft wheel 
and the required number drawn out* The drafted roan had ten 
days in which to report, fiirnish a substitute, or pay the 300 
dollars commutation money. The substitutes received the same 
pay and boianty as the drafted man. fhe names not drawn on the 
draft were exempted from that one draft, but not from future 
drafts. The drafting was to proceed by towns or wards until the 
whole district had been covered . Immediately after draft the 
men had to appear and undergo an eramination by the physician, 
and if unfit they were exempted, but if not, and they did not 
procure a substitute or pay the commutation money, they were 

38* The Conscription law pp, 88-90 in Official Records 

8,3. v« 3. 

Digitized by V:jOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



^t 



clothed by the Provost Marshal and sent to rendez voub. In regard 
to bounty the conscript of 1863 fay^red better than those of 1862, 
ae they got one*hundred dollars, a© did also the conscripts of thfa 
Spring of 1864. Yet it was not equal to the bounty of the volun* 
tcers. 

The first work was to appoint officers for the districts, 
(Districts of Wisconsin are on the pap next page ) The follow- 
ing officers were elected ; 

1st. District^ 

I ♦V. Bean Provost Marshal 

C.y. Baker Coimniss ioner 

J»B»Dou8inan Physician 

Peadquaters Milwaukee • 

Second District. 

S. J. M. Put man Provost J^arshal 

L.B. Caswell Commise ioner 

C.R.Pead Physician 

Headquarte^rs Janes ville . 

Srd District . 

J.G.OlarV Provost Var-hal 

'^.^^.■^rysnt CoTrmiseioner 

John Vivian Physician 
Headquarters Prairie Du Chien. 

4th District. 

E.L. Phillips Provost Marshal 
Chas. Burchard Cominiss ioner 
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L • IT . Gary Phye ic ian 
Headquarters Fon Du Lac, 

5th District. 

C.P.Merlll ProvoBt Farshal 

ffin,A. BvLFh CommisBioner 

H . • Craine Phys ic ian 
^'eadquartere Greon Bay, 

6th District. 

B.F.Cooper Provost Varehal 

L.S.Fisher CoimnlBsloner 

D . D • Caiper on Phys ic ian 
Teadquarters La Crosee. (38) 

The select ion of these toarde of enrollment was soirietlineB 
a difficult matter. In some localities there were men without 
recommendations who wanted the job, while in other instances the 
people who were capable declined to servo. Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles S.Lovell was appointed JlsBlfltant Provost ¥arehal for the 
state. 



59. Qulner, military History of Wis. p. 157. 
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The enrollment • The call of July for 
300,000 men. The call of October 1865. Credits given. 

The taek of enrolling the isfeate began in l^ay, and oppoeltion 
was metwith in many of the eastern and southern counties, in 
fact some of them had pledged themselves not to allow an enroll- 
ment. Lovell wrote to Colonel Fry on May 28, as follows: 
..." The Provost Marshal of the first district established his 
office at Milwaukee the ISinst and immediately commenced the 
enrollment. Sometime d\u*ing the afternoon of that day one of 
the enrolling officers was attacked by an Irishman with a 

spade and received a severe cut in the face. The Irishman was 

. « (40) 
assisted by several women who pelted the officer with stones..., 

He asked that the commanding general of the department of the 

northwest send two companies of infantry. On the 26th Captain 

Tillapaugh^the Provost Marshal wrots to Lovell at Madison to 

the effect that it would be imposfiible to enroll any more in 

that city (Milwaukee) without a military force to protect the 

enrolling officer. He stated that the Dutch and Irish were 

determined to resist , and he asked for troops. Lovell did not 

reply so Tillapaugh appealed to Fry for force, but it was not 

sent. The enrollment however, was accomplished with the aid of 

the police. Both General Pope and Governor Salomon favored 

the enforcement of the law by civil authorities if it was at 

all posBiblet on the grotind that it would produce less dis«* 

40. Official Records, S.3, v 5, p. 238. 
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eat ief act ion and friction. But Pope wrote to Hal leek asking that 
two old regiments be used during the draft to prevent riots In 
Milwaukee, Washington, Ozaukee, and Dodge Count lee • ^*'''' Many of 
the citizens of Milwaukee also believed that the draft could be 
carried out only with force. (42) 

In some regions where there was not the chance of organ - 
Isatlon among the rioters, as In Milwaukee, there was even more 
determined to the enrolling officers. Seven companies of the 
50th regiment went to aid In enrolling Dodge County. They estab- 
lished their hecuiquarters at Hartford, and from here a company 
imder Captain Burton went on Tuesday, Jione PS, Into the town of 
Lebanon. Next morning six of the men were sent as an escort 
for the enrolling officer who started out to begin his work. 
About two miles out they were advised to turn back as the Ger- 
mans were collecting at a Bchoolhouee to drive them back. How - 
ever, they proceeded on their way and soon came on to a crowd of 
two or three hundred Germ.an8 mostly armed, who, when they saw the 
blue coats and glistening bayonets appear, ran and hid their 
weapons In the grass, with the exception of some twenty or 
thirty who were bold enough to face them. They gathered around 
the soldiers and piled them with all sorts of questions, to 
which the boys gave no reply, as they had been Instructed to 
answer no questions. The enrolling officer wenjk on with his 
work and finished the town In seven daye.^*^) 

41. Ibid. p. 520. 
4S. Ibid. p. 5SS. 
43. Milwaukee Rentinal July 4, 186S. 
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Had it not been for the presence of the soldiers it is not 
probable that the town could have been enrolled, as it was 
pledged to resist all attempts at draft, and furthermore other 
towns hadpledged themselves to help eachother. The fact that 
they had been bluffed by seven soldiers hiimbied ihem and from 
then on they appeared more loyal • (44^) But all the enrolling 
officers did not excape as luckily as did this one. T.R.Cole 
of Woodland, Dodge County, was shot. The man who did it was 
escorted home after giving bail, by a procession and a band. 
Bd. Glllson of Washington County was run out by a mob. John 
Douglas an enrolling officer in Dodge County was also shot. In 
many of these eastern counties the opposition to the enrollment 
made it Impossible to secure a good one. The Republican papers 
said it was due to the character of the news published in the 
Democratic papers, while the Milwaukee Sentinel charged the 
misunderstanding and bad feeling then existing to the Ryan address 
delivered in that city.(*®' The Copperhead newspapers charged 
crooked work on the part of the Administration while the Republi- 
can papers answered by denouncing the Copperheads as traitors. 
The call for 500,000 men came early in July of 1865, and a 
draft was ordered for one •fifth of the men enrolled in the first 
class plus fifty per cent additional for exemptions. It differed 
from any previous or later draft in that a certain number were 
not drafted for. The draft Started July 7 , in the eastern states 
and then came the news of the Hew York riots. The Wisconsin 

44. Milwaukee Sentinel July 10, 1863. 

45. Milwaukee Sentinel October 29, 1865. 
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state Journal of July Ifl, said: " Bully for Old Abe. Draft will 
be enforced in New York^" Then It went on to condemn the attit- 
ude of the treasonable Democrats and the Chicago Times » and then 
continued to say: ••.*• The President denies the demand o^ the 
demagogue Governor of New York. The draft will be enforced . Tlie 
mob does not rule. If Governor Seymoxir through tenderness to his 
friends fails to restore order the strong arm of the National 
Government will interpose. The thanks of a grateful people are 
due the President. ,. ••• 

Reports bear out the fact^ that the republican districts had 
been the ones to furnish the most men. A report of July 16th says 
that the second district compared well with the others ^having 
furnished the largest number ^ and ranked second in excess of 
quotas > and had the smallest number of drafted men.^*®^ It went 
on to point out that the excess of volunteers was in propor- 
tion to the republicanism of the district, and the defeciency 
in proportion to the democracy* All i^epublican districts were in 
excess, while the two democratic ones had a defeciency. The exact 
figures were as follows: 

Defeciency. 
256 



Istrlct. 


Excel 


1 


— 


2 


890 


S 


084 


4 


— • 


6 


177 


6 


1150 



721 



46. Wleconeln State Joiirnal July 16, 1865, 
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The sixth district which comprised the whole north and west 
part of the state was ccDposed of a more cosmopolitan populat- 
ion which had a stronger ^ Union sentiment than the eastern ones 
whibh were mostly all German • 

After the July call came the great question was the settle- 
ment of credits and quotas « All former credits had to be figured 
out on a three year basis. That is it took four of the nine month 
men to make one credit* A thorough review of the enrollments of 
the sheriffs was made so that the state might get all the credit 
it had coming. A review of these returns showed a difference 
of 542 between the records 6f the state and those of the War - 
Department. The state record was proved to be correct and was 
allowed. Proper distribution of credits to the right towns and 
wards was promised by the War Department, but no records haul been 
kept in some localities and there was no way to tell what local- 
ities hadbeen patriotic and loyal and what ones had not« It was 
suggested that the people of each district might make out a 
list of all volunteers claimed , giving the company and regiment 
of such men and then this was to be compared to the rolls in the 
office of the Adjutant General*^ ^ Prom experience in other 
states this was proved to be impracticable, as it involved too 
much time and labor. So the only way left was to allow credits 
by Congressional Districts. Credit was to be given to sub-dis- 
tricts according to the niamber of first ciass men enrolled , with 
out regard to former excess or defeciency. The credits as allow- 
ed by the War Department were as follows: 
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Reckoned to October 12, 186S. 



HI 



District Volunteers Drafted 1862 

claimed by sheriff a mustered in. 

1 6847 275 

2 7416 27 

5 6700 60 
4 5935 42S 

6 6216 201 
6 5684 52 

:tl6t ezcesa 4352. (48) 



Volunteers total 



570 


7492 


238 


7661 


200 


6960 


118 


6476 


159 


6576 


84 


5800 



40^985 



All voliintoers In new regiments up to November 1, were to be 
credited. The failure to credit towns that had an excess caused 
a great deal of dissatisfaction and hard feeling toward the 
Government, Some towns that were Imown to have an excess were 
credited by discharging a number of the drafted men equal to 
the excess over all calls • ^*®^ 

The quotas of the several districts were made ^^ut Before the 
draft took place the call of October 17th aame for SOO^OOO men 
called principally to fill up old regiments, and now the two 
calls were blended. The draft had been completed in the eastern 
states d\;iring July and August « but Wisconsin could not possibly 
be ready before November, The October call was to be filled by 
January 5,18fl4 or a draft was to take place to fill the defic- 
iency. All men raised by virtue of the increased bounty offered 
for recruits for old regiments f4C2 dollars) were to be credited 
on the quota of 500,000 volunteers and not on the present draft ♦ 



48. Adjutant General's Report 1863, p. 14. 
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The quotas aeslgned under the two calle were ae followe: 



enrolled 

let claee 15605 



District. 

2 S 



12952 



4 5 6 
10012 10138 12014 12069 



quota on 

July draft 3121 



2590 



2002 



2028 2403 2414 



excess 



defeciency 



555 



1541 



1064 



566 1410 



382 



absolute 2788 
quota 



1249 



938 



2410 1837 1004 



Making a tot al of 14,558 reduced by credits to 
10,206. 



quota on 

Oct. 17 2204 

call 



1829 



1414 



1432 1697 1705 



Total for both calls 20,487. (51) 



This table of quotas was sent to Governor Salomon at 
Madison on October 5 let 1863, by Provost Marshal Fry. SIt days 
later, October .27th, the Governor issued a proclamation to the 
49. Official Records, s.5, v. 3, p. 593. 

50 Ibid. p. 947. 

51 Ibid. p. 909. 
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people of WiBCons in, intended primarily to arouse enthusiasm 
and stimulate volunteering. In part he said: 

•♦•" Whereas, in addition to the draft of twenty per cent of 
the first ciass of the enrolled National forces heretofore 
called for, the President of United States, by hie proclamation 
of the 17th inst, has made a call for 500,000 voliinteers; and 
Whereas ,duty and patriotism demand that the draft shculd 
be cheerfully submitted to and the new call promptly answered by 
the people of Wisconsin as they have always been ready to comply 
with all previous calls here to fore made upon them in support 
of oiir national integrity and for the maintenance and vindication 
of th Union, the Constitution and the laws ••..•* 

Then he explained the nature of the October call, and the 
quotas for the draft then pending oo that there might not be 
any misunderstanding on the part of the people in regard to what 
was expected of them. He closed by making a pathetic appeal 
to the people of his state. ...•• As the people of Wisconsin 
have evinced their patriotism heretofore upon every occasion 
where the nation has made a call for men in the present great 
national struggle, I trust that they will not fall to fill 
their quota of volunteers under this call by the appointed day. 
The rebellion has received many a severe blow dviring the past 
two years. It has been crippled and narrowed domi; all itn hopes 
of aid from without haiv3 failed? the laot able-bodied white man 
in its power has been driven into its ranks; it can make but one 
last desperate effort ^ith its armies now in the field. Under 
these circiimstances, shall our National Government --shall our 
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brave men in the field — oall invaln for re-enforcements by 
volunteering ?. I trust not. We can not and must not stop half- 
way, but must sustain our brave brothers in the field and strug- 
gle on until this rebellion is suppressed. If this new call for 
volunteers, intended to fill the ranks of the decimated old 
veteran regiments, is answered promptly, it will give more real 
strength to our army than any previous call has ever done**.^^^^ 
As we shall see later tMs proclamation coupled with other 
things did stimulate an enthusiasm for filling the ranks with 
voliinteers that had not been equaled before. 

The draft under the July oall was set for November 9th, 
commencing in the first district at Milwaukee and was to proceed 
ineach succeeding district in numerical order xontil com|)leted. 
Up to October 27th Colonel Love 11 had not received instructions 
regarding the bounties offered to recruits for old regiments, nor 
had he heard or been instructed that all volunteers mustered into 
service got credit on the quota down to the day of the draft. 
Governor Salomon wrote to Colonel Pry on October 27th asking him 
to give Provost Marshal Lovell explicit instructions so that he 
( Lovell) would know in what manner to proceed. On 0ctober!^9th 
Lovell received the instxnict ions from Colonel Fry.^^*^ In the 
instructions were letters to the boards of ^enrollment giving the 
quotas of their respective districts for the draft, and rules in 
regard to credits and the following InRtructlons : 
...•• You will by yourself and by your inspectors, give personal 
supervision to the draft in the different districts under your 
charge. You will see that the boards make the draft immediately 
upon being ordered to do so, and that the drafted men are noti^-i-i 

fied, with the least possible delay, to appear at district head- 
Digitized by V^riOOQlC 
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quarters. .. •^ They were also to provide for the men when they 
reported at rondes vaus. The board of enrollment was also to 
see to it that clothing, knapsacks, canteens, blankets, knives^ 
forki, spoons, tin cups and tin plates were provided at head- 
quarters for each district in advance of the draft. In making 
credits to bub-districts the letters contained the following 
rules; ^ Where a sub-district constitutes a single town, 
deduct from the quotas as assigned in the orders for draft, the 
number mustered in and fifty per cent additional. The remaAnder 
will be the number to l.e drawn, and t'^o-thirds of it will be 
the quota required* If the sub-district consists of two or more 
towns the last names drafted were struck off until they equaled 
the niamber of credits the town claimed. Towns having their quotaw 
full were to have no draft. 

Some of the towns and wards of cities had by special 
efforts filled their quotas while others had made no attempts 
to do flo. There sprang into being over certain eastern portions 
of the state what was known as draft Insurance agencies. As 
early as July one was formed in Outagamie county and soon a 
considerable number of them existed in southeastern Wisconsin. 
The Town of Greenville, Outageunie county, has the distinction 
of forming the first draft insurance company ever formed in the 
United States. ^®^' The Germans in Appleton organised the Apple- 
ton Draft Association. The fact is the people in this section 
of Wisconsin began to form draft associations and took less 

54. Official Records. S, S. V. 3, p. 94fl-7 

55. History of Outagamie County p. SS8. 
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interest in the war. These Draft Insurance Companies operated 
in the following manner. Each member paid an initiation fee 
of twenty-five or fifty dollars as the case might be, and 
the company insured him against being drafted into the army* 
The company agreed to get him a substitute. In Appleton the 
fee was fifty dolleurs, and the ^Oresent** says that large 
numbers Joined. 

In opposition to these draft insurance companies the strong 
Union men formed Onion leagues to prevent local resistance 
to the war measures. The draft insurance companies then 
struck off from their membership rolls the names of members 
who belonged to the Union Leagues. Most of the o^mbers of 
the insurance companies were Democrats and foreigners. The 
average Wisconsin Democrat, while he might not have wished 
to oppose the laws of the country, lacked that love of country 
which comes from birth and fiuicestral traditions, and he nat- 
xirally opposed the incoming Republican power which was pushing 
the war. The Democratic newspapers shifted in their opinion 
according to the extent to which their ire was aroused. Among 
the democratic papers to oppose hiding from the draft was the 
"Cresent'*, yet after Lincoln ♦s call for troops on October 17 
it said, "Is not this call for troops by volunteering a full 
confession of the utter failure of the conscription act, the 
pet scheme of AbolitionistsT Is it not a vindication of the 
position assumed by Governor Seymour in his letter to the 
President, so Jeered at by the AbolitionisteT" ^*®) This edit- 
orial without doubt voiced the sentiment of a large share of 
the Democrats at this time. The newspapers published reports 
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Of the suspension of the draft in other states, especially 
New Jersey, and asked that Governor Salomon try to get it 
suspended in Wisconsin. Under such pressure Governor Salomon 
wrote to Stanton asking if it were true that New Jersey had been 
granted thirty days to fill its quota by volunteering, and If 
BO he asked the same privilege for Wisconsin. The answer came 
back that no such privilege had been granted, and that the con- 
ditions in New Jersey were the same as in Wisconsin. ^S'^) 



56. History of Outagamie County, p. 330, 

57. Official Records, s.3, v. 3, p. 592. 
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VI. 
The execution of the draft. Results . 

As the 9th of November approached attention turned to 
Milwaukee where the draft was to start at 9 A.M. on that date 
in the Circuit Court room. Rumors were floating about of resis- 
tance to the draft. Mikwaukee with a population of about 
65,000 people was a conglomeration of nationalities with the 
Irish and German in the lead. Two-thirds of the population were 
foreigners. Besides she had established a reputation for riots 
having had seven of them in the last twelve years. Provost Mar- 
shal Tillapaugh of this district had written to Colonel Lovell 
at Madison as early as July 14, asking for troops. Pie letter 
says; 

•• This Congressional District comprises five counties, four of 
which are loyal beyond a doubt, vie, Racine, Kenosha, Walworth, 
ano Waukesha; and this city is disloyal beyond a doubt, and in 
our Judgment one of the most disloyal cities to be found, and 
our object in this communication is to most respectfully, but 
earnestly, ask either, that so far as the city of Milwaukee is 
concerned, we be author ieed to temporarily change our head - 
quarters for such length of time as shall be necessary to make 
the draft for this city and the towns of ^Mukwonapo and Menomonie 
in Waukesha County. This we think would avoid any disturbance 
here. If this permission can not be given, then we ask that 
prior to commencing the draft a sufficient military force be 
provided to protect the office, the enrollmejnt lists, the officea? 
and employees connected with this office. The population of tlSiis 
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city is about 65,000. Of this number two-thirds are foreigners 
and a very large proportion of which is and always has been 
opposed to the war and the GoverniDent ; and by political leaders 
their feelings and passions have been aroused to such a pitch 
that we have not one particle of doubt that as soon as the draft 
is coiranenced, and perhaps before, there will be a mob that can 
only be put down by a strong military force; and unless that 
force is provided in advance the enrollment and records will be 
destroyed. We are in possession of evidence that satisfies us, 
beyond the possibility of doubt, that there are organieations 
now in the city with plans matiored, and at a given signal the 
mob will break forth in all its fury. We could and, if the 
department desires it, will give facts and reasons for all we 
s uauS .... 

These letters were sent to the War Department by Colonel 
Lovell. The War Department declined to let any of the old reg - 

iments be sent back to Wisconsin as they were sorely needed in 

(59) 
the army. ^ ' But two companies of the SOth regiment at Super- 
ior and two companies of the same regiment from the Missouri 
River were sent for. Two companies were held in readiness at 
St Paul. Besides there were eighty men in the state who could 
be used for enforcing the draft. This eighty that had volunteered 
for artillery were armed with muskets and held in readiness. 
Armed men were sent from Vadison and Racine , but all was quiet 
when the draft occurred. 

58. Official Records, s.3, v. 3, p. 534. 

59. Ibid. p. 579. 
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The Milwaukee Sentinel of November 11 , (the next day) says 
concerning the draft : 

" During the whole of the proceeding the utmost good nature 
and good order prevailed. There was a ready acquiescence on the 
part of the people and as the successive drawings were completed 
it was the signal for a cheer on the part of those who had ex- 
caped the fortunes of the wheel, and they would give place in 
the room for the citizens of the ward about to pass through the 
wheel ". 

The names of all the enrolled men of the first class in a 
given ward or town were put in the wheel and the wheel was 
whirled around in order to mix them upland then a blindfolded 
man drew out as many names as was required to fill the quota. 
After the draft Milwaukee was strewn with hahdbills calling 
the drafted men together* ^60) what they were going to do is 
not known but whatever it was, they decided upon second thougth 
not to proceed with It. 

The draft had been completed in the first district by the 
12th of November, and then they proceeded in the second district 
in the same manner. In Dover township, Racine County, a man by 
the name of Patrick Brady objected to the man who was drawing out 
the tickets from the wheel. To satisfy Breuiy he was allowed to 
do it himself. The quota of the town was twenty-four and the 
twenty-second name drawn was his own. This is Just one case of 
a great mcuiy in which the Democrats charged unfair treatment. 
Provost Marshal Putnam of Janesville wrote on the 11th of Novem- 
ber to Madison concerning the draft which was to begin in the 
60. Milwaukee Sentinel, November 11, 1P63. 
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second district the next day; 

" I desire the people of yoior county to select a committee of 
at least five of your best citieens to be present dioring the 
drawing in Dane Coiinty. The Board of Supervisors is now in sess- 
ion and would be the proper body to send such a committee. As 
there are a class of men among us however, who seek every preterb 
for exciting the ignorant and prejudiced by representing that 
the draft is intended to take Democrats and spare the Republicans 

We think it would be well to appoint such a committee and have 

(61 ) 
it consist mainly of Democrats *• . 

In Dane County a blind man was allowed to do the drawing so 
that the Copperheads if drawn could not say that they were sel- 
ected from the others* When a Copperhead was drafted he howled 
that Copperheads would not be missed but that all of them would 
probably be taken. The State Journal of November 14, says; 
•• Pour persons were drafted from this office yesterday. Another 
of our workmen who was employed at Milwaukee was drafted there, 
making five in all. Prom the Patriot but one man has been drawh. 
Suppose the case reversed. What a howl would ascend. The affair 
would be quoted by the copperhead press as prddf positive of the 
purpose of the Administration to make a distinction between the 
Republicans and Copperheawis, protecting the former from draft as 
far as possible". ^^^^ Another illustration of this hard feeling 
on the part of the Copperheads is shown in a statement of the 

61. Wisconsin State Journal Nov. 11, 1863. 

62. Wis. State Jour. Nov. 18, 1863. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Patriot which said; 

•• Some few 'loyal men* have drawn lucky priree but the great 

bulk are from the copperhead persuasion". 

Yet a committee of four Democrats and one Republican watched 
the drawing to which this referred and they testified as to its 
fairness. ^^^' In most all of the regions committees of this 
kind watched the drawing to see that it was conducted fairly. 

As fast as the draft of the State was completed the leading 
newspapers published the names of the drafted men , and comment- 
ed on the results. It is interesting to note the result of the 
draft in the eastern part of the state as compared with the 
western part. In Waukesha County about twenty per-cent of the 
drafted men presented themselves for duty. Wen again heard of 
the sudden illness of friends in Canada and they became very 
melancholy. Twenty men left Fon Du Lac in one single night. 
Thirteen left Waupun on a certain Sunday evening, and about the 
same niomber from Ripon. ^^^^ About one-half of the substitutes 
departed for Canada as soon as they got the 300 dollars. In 
Waushara County a supplementary draft had to be executed later . 
to make up for those who'skidadled ' or were exempt. One draft 
association in Milwaukee had four of its members drafted. The 
company paid their commutation money, and there was great re - 
Joicing. The four members gave a big supper to the entire com - 
pany. Not all the men who fled went to Canada however, for 
som of them had friends in other states who they wanted to see 

63. Wis. St, Jour. Nov. 16, 1863. 

64'* Butterfield C.7. History of Waukesha County. 

(Chicago 1880) Western Fistorical Co. p. 552. 
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very suddenly. The writer la personally acquainted with a man 
drafted from Jefferson County who was taken suddenly with a de- 
sire to see his childhood home in New ^ork State about the time 
the draft commenced. He was drafted after arriving in New York 
and came back to Wisconsin and hired a substitute. 

Dr. Crane, the examining surgeon of the fifth district, 
gives us some valuable information on the draft in his report to 
the War Department. ^®^) His district comprised the north - 
eastern and central part of the state. He examined about 
14,165 men nearly all enrolled or drafted men and most of them 
claimed severe indisposition of some kind. He says; 

...••A large preponderance of this population is foreign, rep - 
resenting every State and Duchy of Europe. They subsist by the 
cultivation of small farms and the manufacture of lumber and 
shingles from their pine forests. Necessity compells them to be 
industrious but they are usually very poor and ignorant, mostly 
German Catholic and as such generally hostile to the Conscript 
Act. These men are often ignorant of the most common civilities 
of life: They are unscrupulous as to the means for obtaining the 
desired end, regarding bribery and corruption as legitimate rathrr 
than as crimes. A virtuous public sentiment can not reach them 
since they are surrounded by those who are opposed to the whole- 
some administration of the law, and alike interested in prevent - 
ingits execution. Demagogues, interested in preserving their 
party ascendency have educated this people to believe that the 

65. Statistics, Vedical and Antl^ropological of the Provost 
Marshal General's Bureau. ( Washington 1895) 
V. 1, p. 470. 
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war was not only use less kind cruel, but that its efforts 
would be finally to subvert their civil and political privileges. 
Hence the difficulty of procuring an enrollment of sorre of the 
counties and the inability to compel the drafted men to report. 
Usually the strong and able bodied ran away, while the cripples 
and aliens alone reported. ?•• 

In the western district things were more gratifying, there 
were fewer draft associations in exlstan6e. The draft commenced 
in the sixth district on November 16. La Crosse drafted but 
seventy. After the draft the conscripts held a parade. The 
La Crosse Republican said of it; 

..."Their precision of movement , their patriotic fervor, their 
evident determination to do or die, and their genuine soldierly 
bearing fairly won the admiration of citizens of all parties". 
Enthusiasm was unbounded. (66) The results of the draft in this 
district were good and in fact better than any that had yet 
appeared in any district in the United States. The quota was 
2414 upon which they received credit for 1410 leaving 1004. To 
this was added a deficiency of 135 from the fourth district 
making it 1139 to which fifty per-cent was added making 1708. 
Prom October 12, to November 16, the time of draft 47 men enlisted. 
Deducting this left them 1661 to be drafted. 
Whole number drafted 1661 

^ •• fit for service 739 

Paid commutation 607 

Held and sent forward 133 

Substitutes furnished 9 

66. State Jovirnal Nov. 17, 1863. 
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Discharged for alienage 

or by section 2, of the law 418 

Discharged for disability 317 

Failed to report 187 (67) 

Over fourty per-cent of the number drafted were realised and 
over sixty-five per-cent of the niimber required from the district^ 
The district reached from La Crosse to Superior a distance of 
nearly 240 miles • Some of it consisted of large lumbering dis - 
tricts. ?he Ilianber Jacks •• volunteered quite readily and the La- 
crosse papers comment favorably on their appearance as they 
arrived in town. There wore few cities of any Rize in the sixth 
district, Eau Claire was as yet a small city, and Superior stood 
at the extreme north end ,cut off from the rest of the region 
because of the undeveloped region through the central port ion • 
Such conditions made it easier for drafted men to flee and evade 
the officers, but the quotas of the sub-districts were small and 
the men that were drafted were more loyal than in the eastern 
district. Then too, the democratic ne-'opapers did not exert such 
an influence over the people in this region. In the south-eastern 
section of the state the only district that compared with it was 
the second, made up of Dane, Rock, Jefferson and Columbia Counties, 
where the Republicans were slightly stronger that the Democrats • 
The fBfiults in this district were; 
Quota 1618 

Credits 230 

Number drawn 1388 

Exempted 101^ 

67. State Journal Feb. 11, 1864. 
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Number held to service 

Substitutes 

Cases under consideration 

Failed to report 



133 

4 

27 

208 



(68) 



The result of the draft inall district was as follows; 



Dlst- No. en- 
tfiet rolled 


• No. Must*' 
drafted ered 
in 
per 
son 


-flubsti- 
tutes 


Disch- 
arged 


Failed 

to 
report 


Paid 

Coirnn. 

money 


1. 


25084 




4172 


34 


140 


1787 


1047 


1164 


2. 


21107 




1758 


43 


15 


784 


183 


769 


*?• 


17746 




1398 


147 


4 


543 


152 


552 


4. 


18704 




3124 


83 


61 


1316 


537 


1127 


5, 


20709 




2840 


195 


23 


1196 


564 


862 


6. 


17852 




1643 


126 


9 


695 


206 


607 


l""** 


121202 




14935 


628 


252 


6285 


2689 


5081 



Enrolled in first class 74, 566 

or eighteen per-cent of the population. 

42 per-cent were discharged. (69) 



A study of this table reveals that th' beet results obtained 
were in the 3rd and 6th district, in the western part of the state, 
Yet^ these two had the smallest population. They had the smallest 
number drafted; stand second and third in number of persons who 
served; they had the smallest number of substitutes fiirnished: 
they had the least number of exemptions of all the districts, 



69. Adjutant Gen. Report 1864, p. 512. 
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and they had a smaller niiinber of rren who failed to report at 
headquarters, with the exception of the second which stood a 
little better thafa the sixth. Fewer people paid coirmutation 
money in these districts. Nearly as many failed to report in 
the first district as were drafted in the sixth. The third 
district furnished the largest number of men, that is a larger 
per-cent of those drafted served personally or furnished substi- 
tutes (10^). 

On the whole the draft produced but 880 men, and as a means 
of raising men for the arm.y it was a failure, but its best re - 
suit was that it stimulated volunteering. A man had much rather 
volunteer and go than to go as a conscript. About \1$ failed to 
report, while the niimber that paid the commutation rroney was so 
large in comparison with the number of men realized that it 
looked more like a war tax levied than a means of filling the 
army with men. Some of the men were sent to fill up old reg - 
Iraents and some were held on duty at Camp Randall. 
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VII 
How the people took the draft. The examination 
of the conscript. Efforts to fill quotas and avoid a draft. 
No draft under the next three calls. 

The draft was not completed until January 1864. Meanwhile 
another draft was pending. ?he news papers kept up a continuous 
warfare throughout the period. The Republicans pointed out the 
disloyalty of the Democrats and Copperheads as revealed in the 
returns of the draft, while the Democrats returned the fire by 
picking out little incidents and magnifying them to suit their 
grdevences. The Democrats referred to the results in Rock County 
In the following manner; 

•• Rock County gave 2800 majority Shanghai at the recent state 
election. Of all the men drafted in that populous county only 
twenty five go to the wafJII Patriots.' 1 1 Unionists !I! shriek 
again against the Democrats ••.^"O^ 

The editor of the State Journal at i^adison was subjected to 
much abuse thru an incident over which he haA no control. After 
the draftwas completed for Dane County twenty five names of 
those drafted were struck off because of credits allowed. Among 
these was the name of the editor. The Democrats then heaped sar - 
casm upon him and referred to him as a traitor who refused to go 
to his country* 8 aid after all he had said and done in defence 
of the war. 

Hot all that was written in ( regaiJd to the draft was of this 
bitter nature. Some people saw the humorous side of it in spite 
70. The Crecent Jan. 16, 1864. 
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of the sorrow and suffering it entailed* The following account 
taken from a small town newspaper and written by a German cit - 
iren ran as follfrws ; 

•• Things is in a muddle. Gavinments got demoralized and is 
gone into the lottery business like a gay old gambolior. the 
Gavinment wheels' worse than roulette, for in that you see the 
ball spin around and Jrou stand a chance of doublin your pile; 
but in Captain Stanton's wheel you stan two chances of losin 
to none at all of winnin. In fact for a poor specyulashxm it 
beets anything sens the days of Joshua and I'm down into it, 
I've no particular objection to a square game, where you get 
a sint of your money but to buck agin the Gavinment whether you 
want to or not with nary chance at all except of losin 2 hxmdred 
Bint aint exactly what Ive been brought up to consider the hlte- 
of morality. To my mind Gavinment might be in better business, 
ibesidfes-'lts immoral pinos, this Gavinment gamboliering its 
unhealthy business, it sort of pisons the atmosphere and brings 
on all sorts of diseases. The folks aroimd here yoused to be 
tollerable aloobrieus. Now they haint. Three tears ago you 

oouldnt find a man in the town that was'nt Maynus Appolo 

now they aint one of that sort left, unless he is some poor 
cus which aint got no friends and no three hundred or nothin- 
Sum have tubercules (which is things like potatoes) growing in 
the lungs, sum have very course vains, and the rest aint very 
well generally, and all in consekwins of Gavinm.ents goin into 
the lottery business. You see taint good for body or sole and it 
should 'nt ought to be continued. What makes me specially down 
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on the Inetttushun is that I'm won of its victims. The wheel •s 
gone and done it, and I which hav'nt even plaid 'seven up* for 

the drinks in more than a year am beet out of the 3 h\indred by 

(71) 
a game in which they would 'nt even let me hold a hand". 

The following editorial appeared in the Tfaukesha. County - 

Democrat about a week after the draft had taken place in Mil - 

waukee on November 9, 1863. It was written by a conscript and 

depicts the predicament of the conscript in a rather satirical 

way; 

•• Ye Conscript •• 

•• It seems that the lottery arrangerrent in Milwaukee last 

week decided that we were a fit subject to be a conscript 

It is the first prize we have drawn in a 'gift interprise' al - 

though having frequently invested a dollar or two. It is womder - 

ful what a nuirerous lot of rejoicing friends any sudden accession 

i 
to fortune will bring out. At every turn we are congi-atulated 

with an apparent warmth of affection sufficient to turn •• a wise 

head** . Already have several substitutes offered to fill our 

place in business and social relations, while we should win 

glory at the cannons mouth. As soon as it shall come to the 

ears of Father Abraham that we are conscripted, he wiil, no doubt 

send us a Brigadier General's commission in remembrance of old 

acquaintance, for when he was splitting rails in Illinois we 

were drawing them with an ox team, and many's the time we run 

to the grocery and brought him a plug of tobacco and some liquid 

refreshments. He told us then that he would recollect^ us, and, 

we guess he did7('72) 

71. West Bend Post. Dec. 12, 1863. (72J Wauk. Co. Demo. Nov. 17, 186^ 
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Among the substitutes at Camp Randall was one whose case was 
rather curious* He was afarmer In good clrcTimstances and had 
held prominent offices in his town in a neighboring county. He 
hadexpressed himself very strongly against the commutation 
clause and declared that if either of his boys should be drafted 
they must go to the war. The draft came and took one of the boys^ 
The old man's views were brought to a severe test and found 
shakey. He did not want his boy to go and because of his views 
on th commutation clause he decided to go himself. He procured 
some hair dye to restore the youthful appearance of his grey 
locks and presented himself before the examining surgeon, was 
accepted and mustered into the service and turned into the "Bull 
Pen". The old gentleman thought it pretty tough to be treated 
in this manner and began to dislike the service. Finally he 
succeeded in satisfying the Post Commandant that he could be 
trusted outside the pen, but the liberty of the entire camp did- 
nt satisfy him and he began to pine for home, and the thought of 
being away from home three years began to look terrible to him. 
After some mental struggles he decided to pay the three hundred 
dollars but toxxnd out that substitutes could not commute after 
entering the service. So he then tried to get in detailed duty, 
but he was told that substitutes were not assigned to such ser - 
vice, but were to go into active service in the field. He then 
tried to get of on the score of age but this was of no avail, 
he was in for it for three whole years. ^'^^' 

The examination of the conscript as he presented himself at 
headquarters was a difficult task for the examining surgeon 
73. State Journal Dec. 8, 1863. 
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becaupe of the frauds practiced, some of which were funny in - 
deed and provoked considerable laughter* Fe studied how to make 
himself appear sickly and lifeless. The right eyes of the men 
were going blind with astonishing rapidity. Dr. Crane reports 
that men were examined who h€id belladonna on their person. This 
is a drug used to produce temporary blindness. It was foxmd that 
sores were manufactured in anticipation of the draft. The doctors 
and lawyers could exact large prices from the foreign element by 
promising to exempt them from draft. The local doctors would 
produce sores or ulcers for fifty or seventy five dollars. Men 
who would have been exempted anyway on presenting themselves, 
paid large sums of money to lawyers who agreed to get them exempt 
Fvery expedient was tried to cause an inordinate action of the 
heart so that the surgeon would pronounce it *weak heart •. Some 
of the conscripts feigned deafness, but this was hard to do and 
very often they forgot themselves before they got out of the 
office of the surgeon. The Bohemians clairred to have hernia. 
This disease had baffled the surgeons of Europe so they tried it 
here. It was produced by an injection of air into the tissue with 
a blowpipe at a certain place on the body, and then the opening 
was closed and inflamation resulted. ^'^^) Often the hair was dyed 
to hide their real age. The board of enrollment at La Crosse 
excluded agents, attorneys, shysters, cut throats, swindlers, and 
middle rren fromtheir offices. Persons entitled to exemption 

74. Statistics, Vedical and Arthop. of Prov. Marshal Gen. 
Bureau. v.l, pp. 470-74. 
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were thus relieved of the job of hiring agents. 

The Governor's office was flooded with applications for ex- 
emptions from the draft because of alienage . ^"^^ ^ Each case was 
investigated before being passed upon, and a very large per-cent 
of the applicants were refused exemption after the investigation 
on the groxmds that they had exercised the franchise right. Some 
of the lett=«r«8 asked for exemption for other reasons. One letter 
was acurious one. The writer, judging from the writing and the ' 
use of English, was aGerman not schooled in America. He stated 
that he stutered very badly and he asked the Gocernor to exempt 
him fromdraft, because he thought that this would not enable him 
to make a good soldier. 

Before the July draft had been executed another one was pending 
on January 5, 1864. With the Governor's patriotic appeal to the 
people on Octobers? still ringing in their ears, the people set 
to work to raise the required number if possible by volunteering. 
General order number twenty one issued November 23rd, 1863 from 
the office of the Adjutant General said ; 
" Undpr the call of the President of the United States dated 
Q' October 27th 1863 for 300,000 volunteers to serve for three years 
or during the war, the quota of Wisconsin is 10,281 there being 
74,976 persons enrolled in the first class according to official 
reports. 

This number may be raised by voluntary-enlistments in any of 
the old regiments or batteries, or in the 36 th regiment infantry 
or 13th light artillery, now organizing in the state. If the quota 
given above is not filled by voluntary enlistments, a draft is 
75. Manuscript material from the Governor's office. 
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ordered by the general government on the 5th of January, 1864, 

I 76 ^ 
to supply the defeciency then existing'*/ The quotas were 

assigned according to the number enrolled in the first class. 
Authority to recruit was given by the District Provost Mar - 
ahals or the Assistant Provost Marshal General. Veteran volun- 
teers got 402 dollars, and new ones SOS .Besides this the Dis- 
trict Provost Marshal offered a premium to any person other 
than a commissioned officer who would bring in a veteran, 
twnet y dollars and for recruits not veterans i fifteen dollars. 
The quota by covinties was ; 



First District. 


Milwaukee 


1150 




Racine 


269 




Kenosha 


159 




Walworth 


352 




Waukesha 


274 



Second District. 



Third District 



Rock 


535 


Dane 


631 


Jeff ere on 


316 


Columbia 


347 


Richland 


113 


Iowa 


191 


La Fayette 


226 


Green 


223 


ftrant 


342 



76. Adjutant General •s Report 1863, p. 170. 
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Poxzrth DiBtrict. 



Fifth DiBtrl ot. 



Sixth District. 



Crawford 


122 


Sauk 


197 


Fondu Lac 


437 


Dodge 


476 


Washington 


173 


Osaukee 


128 


Sheboygan 


218 


Brown 


159 


Caliimet 


83 


Door 


34 


Green Lake 


152 


Kewaunee 


77 


Manitowoc 


232 


Varquette 


85 


Oconto 


135 


Outagamie 


a58 


Shawanaw 


18 


Waupaca 


137 


Waushara 


104 


Winnebago 


323 


LaCrosre 


225 


Monroe 


163 


Chippewa 


99 


Jackson 


76 
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AdasiB 


61 


Trefjpealeau 


56 


Portage 


103 


Clark 


15 


Eau Claire 


79 


Marathon 


62 


Pierce 


76 


Jvmeau 


130 


Vernon 


159 


St Croix 


103 


Pepin 


46 


T)vxm 


89 


Btjrnett 


2 


BTiffalo 


81 


Douglae 


8 


Polk 


24 


LaPoint 


2 


Wood 


47 






Ashland 


1 



(77) 



In December 1863, the principle otf giving local districts 
credit for volunteers as suggested by Governor Seymour was ad - 
opted and lorged upon all the states. Towns and wards were to 
receive not only credit for men furnished but were to be ex - 
empt from draft if they had their quota full. This assurance 
sent to Colonal Lovell on December 3,1863, encouraged volun - 
teering considerablely. Besides the legislatxare had passed in 
February 1863, a law authorizing towns to raise a bounty by tax - 
at ion and the several towns began to take advantage of this 
means of warding off the draft. Newspapers began to appeal to 
the people for unity of action. La Crosse raised subscriptions 
to fill her quota by having all enrolled m^n contribute. Comm'- 
ittees were appointed in the different wards and towns of the 
state to solicit funds while another was appoined to secure the 
volunteers. Notices of meetings appeared in nearly every paper 
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for a time. The following one is typical ; 

" We are requested toy a nxomber of citizens of the fourth ward 

to give notice that a meeting will be held at the court house 

at 7 1-2 o'clock tomorrow evening to consider the subject of 

raising volunteers to fill the quota of that ward under the 

(78) 
President's last call for volunteers. A full meeting is desired? 

This call was for the fourth ward in the city of k'adison. 

By December 18, 1863, Wadison was paying a special bounty 

of two hundred dollars and had filled her quota of 125 in less 

than eight days. Eau Claire offered one hundred dollars, Barboo 

tpw hundred,. Beloit two hundred, and on that date Beloit had fill- 

ed her quota of 53 men and had 20 more ready to enjlst. '''^' 

On January IS 1864, Port Washington was paying three hundred 

dollars bounty. Milwaukee was one of the last cities to take 

6idvantage of this means of filling their quota. Not until - 

January 1864, did they act, and then the citizens petitioned 

the board of supervisors to take action under the legislative 

qk^Xi passed in February 1863. But the system did not have the <- 

good results in Milwaukee County that it had in some other 

places* 

Some of the Democrats did^nt like the strong appeal that 

was going up all over the state, and they began to find them - 

selves in an embarrassing situation less public opinion force 

them into volunteering. One of the leading democratic papers 

78. Taken from the State Journal Nov. 27, 1863. 

79. State Journal December 15, and 18, 1863. 
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the Waukeeha County Democrat answered their appeal ina rather 
clever way by throwing the responsibility of volunteering onto 
those who had voted for Lincoln •s war measures* It said; 
"We wish to encourage enlietmento. The President has called for 
300,000 volunteers, very properly taking it for grantedthat, if 
five or six htindred thousand men all his war policies, and voted 
for a vigerouB prosecution of the way, in only three states, he 
ought to have no difficulty in pecurirg 300,000 polrtiers fror. 
the ontiro north. fvNow certain men, Brough men, Stone men, where 
are you? You have said to the Administration • go on with the war 
just as you have been prosecuting it the last year*. How is this 
Administration to follow yo\ir dictation unless you come to its 
support ?.tWo vote for war is not enough. ...•• '®^^ 

Letters were coming into the Governor's office asking for n 
appoinments as recruiting agents. Some localities had none and 
the men who wished to volunteer had to go to the District - 
Provost Marshal's office. In the western region some localities 
were already ahead of quotas, and they found no difficulty in 
freeing themselves from the draft. Some localities had been re- 
quired to draft but a very few on the last draft, and some not 
at all. John T. Tinker writes from Ea!6 Claire as early as - 
October 17,1863, to Governor Salomon as follows ; 

" Will you please inform the loyal people of this county thru 
me if we are to be credited with the men furnished by the county 
over all, including the present call. Our credit at Madison 

over all former calls I think was 174. Present call was 130, 

(81) 
leaving us 44 above the present call". ^ 

80. Waukesha Co. Democrat. Iov.3, 1863. 
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While these figures as he confesses may not be absolutely true 
yet it shows how responsive was the western part of the state. 

On the first Monday in January >1864, James T* Lewis was 
inaugiarated as Governor of Wisconsin. The Legislature met at 
Vadison on January 13, and in his message to the Legislature 
Governor Lewis speaks very little of the odious draft. His 
message hawi a rather soothing effect on the hearer. It was con- 
ciliating to all fafctions. In regard to the a ttempt of foreign- 
ers who had voted, to avoid military service he said;. 
...•• Conpiaints are made in different parts of the State of 
fraudulent voting; that men who have long exercised the right of 
the elector and claimed the protection of the Government, now in 
the day of the Nation's peril, being unwilling to bear its bur - 
dens, claim to be subjects of a foreign power, and to avoid the 
draft bring forward proof that they were never entitled to vote, 
thus publishing their own wrong; that some have been ih the 
habit of voting under assiimed names; that others have voted 
more than onco at the same election. These evils if they exist, 
should be corrected. The purity and permanency of our institutions 
depend much on the proper exercise of the elective franchise. 
The election laws should be thoroughly examined and ro amended 
as to properly guard the exercise of this sacred right.?.. ^ 

The Legislature did , during its session paesa law providing 
for the registration of voters. Governor Lewis started upon 

81. yanuacript Material from the Governor's Office. 

82. Thwaites, Messages and Proc. p. 206. 
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hlF: term of office with the same patriotic desire to see Wis - 
consin do her share in helping to preserve the Union as Gover - 
nor Salomon had maintained throughout his term. He ends his 
message thus; 

..•** If our fathers were patriotic in establishing this Govern- 
ment, we certainly can not be far wrong in maintaining it* 
Believing then as we sincerely do, that the Government is in 
the right, that it is fifrhting ina holy and Just cause, that 
duty demands of us action and sacrifice in its behalf, 
that efforts to patch up a temporary peace or obtain it by con- 
cessions to traitors, are not only dis'ionorable, but tend to 
protract the war and make it more expensive and dangerous-- we 
hope to see Wisconsin unite all her energies, with out distinctri-^ 
ion of party or sect, in prosecuting the war with the utmost 
vigor. Let us sustain the Government and prosecute the war with 
a will and determination that shall carry the conviction to the 
minds of traitors, that obedience to the legally constituted 
authorities is the only course left to them; That our Govern- 
men t must be respected. The Union must stand, and we shall soon 
see the principles of liberty and equality re-established in - 
every part of our National Domain, firm as the rock of ages, 
there to stand a blessing to the world, and enduring monument 

of the fidelity and patriotism of those noble n^en of the Revol- 

(83) 
ution who founded, and the noble patriots who now defend it ".... 

Meanwhile the system of extra bounties by towns gave such 
a great impetus to recruiting that no draft was neceesary for 
January. On February 1st , President Lincoln called for 500.000 
83. Thwaites, Messages and Proc. p. 210. 

Digitized by V:jOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



nl 



men which was to be conBldered as including the call of October 
17th, 1863. No quotas were assigned at the time but recruiting 
went on, and during February authority was given to form the 
36th regiment. On the seventh of March another regiment , the 
37th was authorised by the War Department, and on March 8th the 
38th regiment was authorized. On March 14th the President made 
another call for 200,000 more volunteers. The number of men 
drawn in the November draft of 1863 were credited to the several 
eub^ districts in these two last calls. While the 37th and 38th 
regiments were forming , the Secretary of War announced that 
Wisconsin had filled her quotas for the two last calls. These 
two regiments were not yet filled but on the announcement that 
Wisconsin's quota was full, recruiting ceased almost entirely. 
Two companies of drafted men. were apsigned to the 37th regiment 
and the two regiments were ordered to the front, one to West Vir- 
ginia in May, and the other to the trenches at Petersburg dioring 
September 1864. ^^^^ 

The fact that Wisconsin had filled her quotas under the two 
calls did not mean that all sub-districts had furnished their 
share. The towns or cities that were enabled to offer the lar- 
gest bounty got the credit while the poorer ones lORt their able 
bodied men without getting credit or having their rolls reduced. 
A draft was talked of dioring April, for the sub-districts that 
were deficient but no action was taken. On April 21st, the State 
began to organize three regim.ents of one-hundred day men and 
all Interest was absorbed by this. 

84. Quiner, Vilitary His. of Wis. p. 17o. 
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VIII. 

The call of July 18, 1864. The quotas, and 
the correction of the enrollment lists. Efforts to avoid the 
draft. Results of the draft. 

On July 18,1864, came Lincoln •s call for 500,000 volunteers 
to serve for one two or three years. The following order was 
sent out from the Adjutant General •s office dated July 30. 
•• Under the call of the President of the United States dated 
/uly 18,1864, for 500,000 volunteers the quota assigned to Wiscon 
sin is 19,038. This number may be raised by voluntary enlistments 
in any of the old regiments or batteries, or in the 4Rnd regiment 
of volunteer infantry hereby authorised. If the quota above 
p-iven is not filled by voluntary enlistrrents a draft is ordered 
by the general government on the 5th day of September proximo, 
to su|)ply the def^^ciency then existing.?.. 

The quotas of town and wards were to be assigned by the 
respective District Provost Marshals. Rendez'Xous ^as to be at 
Camp Randall in the City of Madison. The order ended by the 
following appeal to the people of the State. 

"...In again calling upon the State to contribute from her 
sons to fill the ranks of our army, the Governor remembers with 
pride the response which has ever been made to the call of the 
General Government and the evidence therein given that Wiscon - 
sin still maintains her place among the foremost in loyalty and 
devotion to the Union.?.. 

He again appeals with confidence to the unwearied patriotism 
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of the people for a prompt response by voluntary enlistments 
to this call, with the hope that the new accessions thereby 
secured to our National Forces might result in the speedy over 
throw of the Rebellion, and the supremacy of the Government, and 
the establishment of peace and prosperity throughout the land.^^Sj 

This quota seemed too large as Wisconsin had filled the 
two former calls on the same ratio , and if a considerable num - 
ber of soldiers had left the State it was evident that the quota 
was excessive. Adjutant General Gaylord began an investigation 
and found that the rolls had been returned to Washington with- 
out having been corrected. The names of the soldiers already in 
the service had not been stricken off , and the names of the draft- 
ed men and those that heui failed to report had not been stricken 
of either. So the rolls were returned tb the War Department with 
the Ob .lections and Adjutant General Gaylord was authorized to 
proceed to Washington in the interests of the State. But on 
AugUBt23rd he received instructions to proceed at once to correct 
thoroughly the enrollment by striking off all men drafted or who 
had furnished a substitute, all aliens, non-residents, men over- 
age and those disabled. The same to be done by September 1st and 
the quotas reduced accordingly. 

On September 3rd 1864, ord^r number 19 was issued from the 
Adjutant General* 8 office to the people, to the effect that as 
a correction of the enrollment had been ordered by the War Dep- 
artment, there would be a re -assignment of quotas, and that it 
would necessarily put off the time of drafting later than Septem- 
ber 5th , Volunteers were to be accepted and counted on the 
quotas up to the last practical moment of the draft. The order 
85. Adjutant Gen. Report, 1864, p. 164. Digitized by GoOgk 
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ended by urging 'the people to action in trying to fill the 
quotas by volunteering • (86) 

••... The corrected enrollments, and the credits obtained from 
the War Department, materially lessening the number to be raised 
from the State under the present call, together with the delay 
occasioned in making corrections, give ample ppportunity for 
sub»districts to fill their quotas by voluntary enlistments. 
Immediate and energetic action will accomplish the work, to 
which all are urgently advised** • • • • 

The war was drawing of the laboring class and rural male 
population to such an extent that some r»egions were being de- 
populated, and as the Democrats saw each new call for men come 
their resistance and resentment became stronger. There began to 
be a true ring to the protests they made because the State had 
actually began to suffer from the effects of the war. A certain 
element hfiwi become sullen and silent, and took no interest in 
war whatso ever except in so far as it affected their excape 
from the draft. The short time allowed for revision and correct- 
ion of the enrollment lists made any thing like a correct one 
impossible. The draft was executed before the correction was 
completed, and the corrections went on until the end of the war. 
Some towns had begun a revision of the lists in July. During July 
and August the newspapers published lists of the enrollment in 
their locality and appealed to the peo|)le to make corrections if 
necessary. In some cities coi^mittees were appointed to correct 

86 .Adjutant Gen. Report 18G4, p. 164. 
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the lists. ^ The work was a slow process In the rural district 
and in fact was never completed. The work went on during the 
Fall and Winter of 1864, and the Spring of 1865, but was not 
completed when the news of the surrender of Lee at Appomattox 
came and the work dropped, to the great Joy of the few who had 
excaped the fortunes of the draft wheel. 

Through the corrections made during July and August and early 
September the quota of Wisconsin was reduced to 15,341 or 3,691 
less than it was before the corrections were made.'^^^ Before 
this correction was made another error was discovered in the 
quota. In comparing the rolls of the State with those in the 
office of the Provost Marshal General at Washington, it was 
found that a credit of 4568 due the Congressional Districts in 
1863 had not been entered on the books at Washington. These were 
accordingly allowed by Colonel Fry, thus reducing the quota of 
the State to less than 11,000 men. The credit was distributed 
over the State in the following way; Total credit allowed 4568 
and of these 216 men were mustered in between the 12th of Oct- 
ober and November §th 1863. These were to be credited as they 
appeared oh the booses of the Assistant Provost liarshal of Wis - 
consin. The fourth district was defecient 382 men, and after de - 
ducting this from the credit of the State at large, the remaining 
excess of 4352 was directed. Ito be credited to the several Cong- 
ressional Districts as follows; 
87. state Jour. August 6, 1864. 
88. Ouiner, Military His. p. 142. 
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1st. District, 270 

2nd " 12 re 

3rd " 987 

5th " 493 

6th •• 1346 (89) 
The Foiirth District had a def)eciency.r ^ 

In making the credits on this excebs the district was credited 
as a whole iinit . In some places in the districts allowed credit 
the local sub-districts were behind their quotas. Milwaukee was 
far behind her quota, yet the district as a whole got a credit of 
870 men. The quota of Milwaukee County for the draft of 1864 
was 1349 with a defeciency of 195, making it 1545 in all. The 
loyal dintricts were contributing men for the less patriotic 
ones but they got credit for it later. The fourth district com- 
plained in strong terras because its quota was not reduced as much 
proportionally as the others through the corrections made in the 
quotas. The reasons given were that in their district more evid- 
entd;. was required to secure the striking off of names from the 

rolls. Some of the papers urged the people to resist the Con - 

(90) 
script ion law if they did not want to disgrace their manhood. 

These charges were false to a large extent , be cause the same in- 
structions were sent out to all District Provost I'arahals, and 
if any discrimination resulted, the fault must have been with 
the officers or the people. In fact both were to blame. The 
people practiced such frauds that it behooved the officers to • 
take unusual precautions, and some few may have suffered as a 

89. State Jour. August 22, 1864. 

90. State Jour. Sept. 14, 1864. 
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ref^ult . 

The Democrats made practically no efforts to avoid a draft. 
The Copperhead newspapers became so abusive that one could hard- 
ly believe them t)ublished outside of the Confederacy. Lincoln 
became a*widow maker* and abuse was heaped upon him. The Cresent 
said in response to the call for men on July 18th; 
•• It is strange but true, that from all quarters of our State 
there is one universal feeling of dissatisfaction on accoiont of 
this call. The dissatisfaction is expressed as decidedly by those 
who voted for, and until a few weeks ago vigerously upheld and 
defended the Administation, and its acts as by those who have 
disturbed and condemned it. Why this change? Why this univera«*l 
gloom in farmhouse and city home ? Because the people have set- 
tled down upon the conclusion that the management of the Admin- 
istration is criminal and venal to the last de)aree,and that hopes 
can no longer be intertained of its power, even if it had the 
will, to suppress the rebellion. The last invasion demonstrated 
that Lincoln and his collegues are unworthy to manage the affairs 
of a great nation. Can the people be blamed, therefor for a call 
to arras under such mistrust ? Lincoln is plotting to overthrow 
all American liberties and establish his firm enthronement in 
power. But the fiat has gone forth. The work of gathering in 
irore men f4r the harvest of death can ro on and on with no pro- 
spect of putting down the rebellion until this infamous Adminis- 
tration is overthrown**. (91) The Republican papers met these 
91. The Cresent July S3, 1864. 
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copperhead charges with stinging sarcasir that would have put an 
Othello to shame. One of the Union papers answered these charges 
in this manner; 

" A sciarrilous newspaper of this State which devotes such por- 
tions of its reading columns as are not filled up with obscene 
jokes and smutty stories, to the diffusion of copperhead senti- 
ments,felectates itself upon having added the epithetof *widow 
maker • to the general stock of approbious names v^hich the north- 
ern sympathiiers with the cause of treason and rebellion apply 
to the President of the United States^*/ 

War in itself is a widow maker, butto blame a man who is .trying 
to preserve the Union and acting on the defensive is quite ancth» 
er thing. The copper head newspfipers were exerting an influence 
thru the democratic ranks nevertheless, and copperheads were 
flocking to Join the ranks of their friends in Canada, rather 
than to remain and take chances with the draft wheel* A promi- 
nent citizen wrlteB from Achlppun, Dodge County on August 18 
to Governor Lewis; "Is there no way of checking this mania for 
visiting? Nearly every person of all ages from 20 to 45 are 
about leaving our town for parts unknown. Before the 5th of Sept- 
ember our town will be nearly destitute of the male population 
of a certain age. Is there no remedy?" ^^^^^ This skiddadling 
to escape the pending draft was carried on to a frightful ex- 
tent and there seemed to be no way to prevent it. The state 
was near the Canadian border and was so much of a frontier 

92. Wisconsin State Journal Aug. 17, 1864. 

93. Official Records. S. 3. V. 4. p. 683. 
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state that esoape was comparatlyely easy. Letters were coming 

in to the Governor's office from different parts of the state 

asking if something could not be done to stop it. E.B.Wolcott 

of Milwaukee writes to the Governor on August 26, to this effect: 

"Are there no means for arresting the stampede from our state, 

of the miserable, cowardly, copperhead scoundrels that are 

leaving by the thousands to avoid the draft? If they were never 

to return I for one would give them a 'Godspeed*, knowing full 

well that they were leaving for their coiantry's good; but so 

far from that, every man of them will be back and ready to vote 

on election day. If the Bovernment does not look to this matter, 

or what would be much better, prevent their return. It must 

be derelict in a most important duty* Thousands of those 

shameless vagabonds are passing through our state from Kinnesota, 

the niimber being swelled by a least as many more on their way 

through**.^^*^ 

Governor Lewis was asked to draw the attention of the General 

Government to this. Another letter from Milwaukee which came to 

the Governor read; 

"Our state and the state of Minnesota are being depopulated 

by men liable to the draft. This morning about 100 came in on 

the La Crosse Railroad en route for Canada. On enquiry of the 

La Crosse Railroad Company, I find that every train has a large 

number of these men on it. The draft will therefdre be a failure; 

(95) 
but the worst of all is these men will be back in time to vote". 

94. Ibid p. 684. 

95. Ibid p. 684. 
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This letter also asked the viovernor that something be done. 

It seems that copperheadlam was getting Into other parts of 
the state by this time, although not to such an extent as to be 
alarming at all. The drawing off of the Union men left them with 
greater chance to act, A letter came from Platte^llle to the 
Governor that, though It probably Is an exaggeration of the con- 
ditions prevailing there, told of organizations to resist the 
draft, Plattevllle was In a loyal district. The letter reads; 
• I have Information which I consider reliable that an organ- 
ization exists In Galena, connected with Benton, New Dlgglngn 
and Elk Grove, In this state, which organization Is prepared 
with arms and ammunition and they are ready and declare they 
will resist the draft If there Is any. They meet twice a week 
to drill at Benton or New Diggings..?. 

The number In the organization was stated as three to five 
hundred %Yie Postmaster reported who wrote the letter. If such 
an organization existed It evidently decided not to act, as the 
draft ordered In September was executed without armed resistance.^ 
The Republicans and loyal elements began a vigorous campaign 
for filling the quotas by volunteering. In August Appleton voted 
10,000 dollars with which to pay volunteers. It was reported 
that the draft would fall heavily and mercilessly upon the far - 
mers of Outagamie County. Some localities were already almost 
stripped of able-bodied men, and women and children were compelled 
to work in the fields. (96) Other towns throughout the state 

were offering large boxmties and in some regions the quotas were 
96. History of Outagamie Co. p. 337. 
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being filled rapidly. Janesville had in every ward, a committee 
for getting volunteers, and another for raising money. Usually all 
enrolled men were required to pay twenty-five or thirty dollars 
as a fund out of which volunteers were paid. The State Journal 
of September 2l8t reported that all but two towns in the 11th 
Senatorial District had filled their quotas. These two were 
Deerfield and Sun Prairie. This however was not true, but most 
of the sub-districts had -actually free'd themselves from draft. 
The Janesville Gazette said that as near as could be estimated 
almost all the towns in Rock County had filled their quotas. 
Brodhead had filled her quota, and also Appleton and Ripoi;!, while 
Waterloo and Beaver Dam later reported that their quota was 
filled. Even the City of West Bend that had resisted the draft 
in 1862, had filled her quota of twenty four men. The citizens 
went to work and voted a town bounty of 200 dollars for each man 
that volunteered. They afterward raised a private subscription 
imong those liable to draft, of about as much more. Two or three 
other towns in Washington County had filled their quotas also, 
and the West Bend Post then said ; 

" If there are any skidadlers from these towns, they can now 
return to their homes to be laughed at ••.(97) 

Volunteers came pouring into Madison, the render vous,ln large 
numbers. The streets were crowded with rren resembling the appear- 
ance they had once before when Lincoln had first called for trpop 
s and men had rushed forward withenthuslaem . Usually they came 
in wagons, some times a great many in a procession. On September 

97. West Bend Post Oct. 29, 1864. 
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(98) 
2nd two hundred men were mustered in at the City of Kadison. 

•Patriotism was not dead yet* said the home newspaper. Towns too 
poor to pay the extra bounty suffered, as young men were not cred- 
ited to their localities, and so the number of men liable to draft 
was never reduced while the actual number were. Considerable 
complaint came from this system of taxing the people to pay 
extra bounty, especially was this so in the army. Those who had 
been drafted or had sent sons to the field or had paid the money 
regarded it as an injustice to tax their property to save other 
men from the draft. These men in the army had been actuated by 
patriotism and they did not propose to pay to help keep other 
men out who were not patriotic. The4r views were wholly logical, 
but under the circumstances it was hard to do otherwise. Men 
were skidadling with such unanimity that it was a serious ques - 
tion to raise the quotas from some copperhead regions of the Pox 
River Valley, even with the extra bounty. 

The date for the draft had not been set for Wisconsin. Col. 
Eoyeliowrote to Pry on September 1st as follows ; 

"Recruiting has become very lively in this state during the 
last two weeks, and, while I would *nt recommend a postponement of 
the draft publicly, Iwould suggest that the order to commence 
the drafting be'withheld for about 30 days, by which time I think 
the quotas will be nearly or quite filled except in some few loc^ 
alities. It is very evident that secret organi7ations are form- 
ing with the determination of resisting the draft. I inclose 

98* State Journal Sept. 3, 1864. 
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some information on this subject sent we this morning by the 
Governor. Few men will be obtained by the draft, and it will be 
difficult to get men to serve notices in some localities unless 
they are protected by a military force. A company of good troops — 
say two officers and sixty men will be necessary at the head- 
quarters of each Provost Marshal to execute the draft effectively 
and get the drafted men in..7.^^^^ 

Ho such force was ever allowed nor was the resistance to the ?t 
draft as 5ad as expectations. The dissenters did not have the 
chance to organize in this rural state as they would have had 
had they been segregated into cities. Fry sent the following 
order to Liovell on September 12th; 

" Commence the draft on Monday the 19thinstant beginning as far 
as possible in those deficient districts and sub-districts where 
there is the least volunteering going on.?.. dOO) 

ihe draft was ordered in the first , second and third dis - 
tricts to commence at 2 F.V. on Monday September 19th, and 
shortly after in the other three. In the Fo\irth District it 
did not begin until uctober 3rd, as a new correction of- the rolls 
was made and 156 names were added while 1600 were stricken off 
as non-residents and exempts. The conditions in the fourth Dis- 
trict had been deplorable and were yet. 

The draft began in Milwaukee without disturbance and pro - 
ceeded in the other districts in order. At Milwaukee the draw - 
ing took place in the Academy of Music. The Sentinel said of it; 

99. Official Records s.3, v. 4, p. 682. 

100. State Joiornal Sept. 14, 1864. 
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* Amore erneet audience was never before gathered within the 
walls of the Academy. Parquette, dress circle and galleries were 
densely packed. Most of those present had the deepest personal 
interest in the result of the drawing either for themselves or 
those dearest to themV^^^l^ 

The utmost order and decori;un prevailed, when the drawing of the 
Ist ward was over it was impossible to suppress the subdued 
cheer which the ones who had excaped the draft had to offer, but 
no disorder prevailed. The draft failed to secure the required 
number not only in jeilwaukee, but in many other regions of the 
state, so a supplerentary draft was executed in these places to 
fill the required quota. Sometimes the supplementary draft did 
not fill the quota. There was a defeciency in nearly every ward 
of Milwaukee City. In the 3rd ward 200 men had failed to report. 
And the whole 100^ drawn in addition was exhausted without fill- 
ing the quota. They claimed alienage, overage , and debility, 
but a large share of the untorrif led Democrats volunteered in 
the army of Canadian sneaks. At I'ilwaukee one deserter was arr- 
ested while being mustered in as a substitute, and Just in time 
to save the drafted man*s 600 dollars. The arrested man belonged 
to the 21st regiment. 

A rather clever Joke was played on the foreigners at Vilwauk- 
eo. After the draft the Democrats urged them to take out citlsen 
papers and vote on election day that was approaching, In order 
to help the Democrats into office, as fast as they became citieen 
B their names were put in the draftwheel for the supplementary 

101. Milwaukee Sentinel Sept. 20, 1864. 
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draft. They could not get out by paying the connnutation 
money as the clause in the Conscription act allowing this had 
been repealed in July 1864. Tt was then that the foreigner 
learned that American citi eenship brings with it duties as well 
as privileges. (102) In the first ward a man by the name of 
John Dillon was drafted in September , claimed alienage and got 
exempt. He voted on election day, and it happened that his name 
was put in the wheel for the supplementary draft and he drew a 
lucky niimber. A supplementary draft in two towns in Washington 
County took nearly every able bodied man in the town.^^^^^ A 
supplementary draft began in the iecond District on October SS, 
There wbre onlt eight townships in the district that needed one, 
and the ser were ; blue Mound, i^pring Dale, Deerfield, berry, til- 
ford, Watertown , Ft. Winneabago and Lewiston. The Cresent re- 
ported on October 8th ,1864a8 follows; P The towns of Grand Chute 
Freedom Osborn, Black Creek and Centre are now depopulated of an 
arms bearing population. Another draft will not produce a doz- 
en men from all these towns. The enlistments from the first 
three towns in 1864, if they had been credited there to, would have 
filled their quotas for the present call and another call in 
addition. ^^^^^ Women and girls were forced to work in the stave 
factories in this region, to take the place of men. In the town 
of Eldorado,Fon Du Lac County one-half the men there were drafted 
in October 1864. A supplementary draft on January R7th 1865, 
102 State Joiornal Nov»2, 1864. 
103. West Bend Post Dec. 18, 1864. 

104. History of Outagamie County, p. 338. 
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was carried out to fill a quota of seventeen and one was csecured, 
(X05) So many were absent in Canada from Sauk County that a supp- 
lementary draft was necessary there also. 

The Democrats depicted their suffering which was beginning 
to be real, In pitiful terms* As the drafted men began to pour 
into Applet on, the Cresent pictured the followirig deplorable 
condition of the people around them. It said; 
" There has been weeping at many a fire side as the husband, 
brother or son have torn themselves away to engage in the war 

which enriches the few and impoverishee the many" then 

there is mourning in still another home circle from which the con 
script who in most cases is the only prop and support of the help 
less has Just gone forth a wanderer on the face of the earth, 
continually in dread of meeting a Provost Marshal, Government 
detective or reward hunter. The draft has fallen heavily and 
mercilessly upon the farmers of this County. Whole townships are 
depleted of their ablebodied men and if the land is tilled it 
must be done by the women and children, the disabled and exempt. 
That there will be much suffering and that want and nakedness 
will visit many a farmhouse and cabin this very winter is no 
longer a matter of doubt. What cares the vulgar bore who sits 
in the presidential chair, surrounded by his wifeRed parasites 
and ungodly counselors for human suffering? Fie track is marked 
with blood and wrong, his very breath is as a pestilence. 'Life 
Liberty and the pursuit of happiness are no longer vouchsafed to 
American citizens* V(106) 
105. History of Fon Du Lac County, P,553. 
106. Cresent Oct. 8, 1964. 
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The conditions described in this editorial are not exeaggerated 
in the least • Letters coming in to the Governor for help des- 
cribe pitiful conditions • Some farms were growing up to weeds, 
and they made one think of Goldsmith's 'Deserted Village*. In 
the election of 1864 the Democrats lost their last hope and des- 
pair settled into gloom. They had used as their motto 'vote for 
¥cClellan and avoid another draft' but Lincoln carried the state 
and the nation. 'T'he vote in Wisconsin was very close howev^er. 
The results of the draft was as follows ; 



Die No. 

triot en- 
roll- 
ed 


Ho. 

Draft- 
ed. 


Must- 
ered 

in 
per- 
son 


Subs. 


Disch- 
arged 


Failed 
repo 


1. 


17431 


4953 


366 


474 


1970 


2141 


2. 


15601 


1150 


119 


78 


712* 


247 


3. 


14578 


1757 


416 


75 


581 


683 


4. 


14811 


2238 


357 


110 


816 


955 


5. 


15074 


3672 


514 


115 


1097 


1946 


.6. 


16573 


3764 


722 


99 


1548 


1395 



report . commutation 



Tot 94068 17537 S494 945 6724 7367 4 
al 

* Three hundred sixty two of this nurrber were discharged 

on account of their sub-districts being filled by enlistments. 
There was held in person or by substitute 3439. 
Discharged after draft 67PA. 
Failed to report 7567. 

The draft was in reality '3439/17534 efficient as regards number 
or 19^. The returns were incomplete and the state had a def- 
iciency of 4480 on December 31, 1864, 
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(Pound in Adjutant's Rep'^rt 1864 p.516,) Drafted men were held 
and later eent to fill old regimente. They were refused fior- 
poughs and hence got no chance to vote in 1864. 
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CHAPTER IX • 
Continued correction of the enrollirent. 
The call of December 1864. The quota . Credite. Trouble with 
the National Government in reducing the quota. The draft, and 
its resultB. Conclueione. 

While the supplementary drafts were going on renewed efforts 
were being made to get the enrollment lists corrected. Governor 
Lewis issued a proclamation to the people on November 28th 1864, 
calling upon the people to aid in the work. He said in part; 
**WhereaB as , under the recent call for tropps, considerable 
complaint was made of the excessive enrollment of the state; 
and whereas, by special authority obtained from the war depart- 
ment, the draft was temporarily postponed, in order that the 
enrollment lists might be properly revised and corrected; 
and whereas, the time allowed for this purpose was necessarily 
short and it was found Impossible in the more distant parts of 
the state to accomplish the same prior to the day fixed for the 
draft, and whereas, authority is now given by the provost Mar- 
shall General for the fiarther correction and revision of the 
enrollment lists, by striking therefrom the names of all per- 
sons improperly enrolled and by adding thereto the names of 
all persons liable to draft, which have been omitted as herein 
often specified; and whereas, this is a matter in which the 
people of the state are deeply interested, now therefore to the 
end that the troops hereinafter called for from this state may 
not be disproportionate to those called for from other states 
and that the quotas assigned to other states may be just and 
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equally distributed between the several towns and wards thereof, 
I, James T. Lewis, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, do issue 
this my proclamation, requesting and recommending that all good 
citiiens, and particularly the town, city, and village author- 
ities shall make timely and persistant efforts to thoroughly 
revise and correct the enrollment lists. '^^®', ..• ••• 
He called their atention to the enrollment act which called upon 
all citiiens, especially Civil officers. Clergymen, and promi- 
nent citiiens to appear and give suggestions. The duty of the 
board was not to stop with one revision but the wotk was to 
be a continuous duty because of the men arriving at the age 
of military service, and because of the removals ttom one dist - 
trict of the state to another. The following people were to be 
put on the lists; all persons arriving at the age of twenty before 
the draft; all aleins who shall declare their intention to becore 
citizens; all persons discharged from the military service of 
the United States who have not been in the service two years; 
all persons not exempt under Section R of the Conscription Act. 

It was panted out that all aames should be stricken off 
that were improperly enrolled because that reduced their quota. 
While it was theiduty of everyone to get every man*s name on 
the rolls that belonged there, because that reduced the chance 
of the individual of being drafted. If it did not appeal to 
their interest one way it would the other. In the first district 
at least, the board of enrollment sent into each county a com- 
petent agent to aid the local authorities in each subdistrict 
in correcting the lists. 

108. Thwaites. Messages and Proc. 217. 218. 219. 
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On December 19th 1864, President Lincoln called for 300,000 
one, two or three year rren, to fill up the defeciencee on for- 
mer calls* If the quotas were not full on Februarjr 15th, 1865, 
a draft was to take place to make up the defj^ciency. The people 
of Wisconsin earnestly hoped that the quota would not be assign- 
ed to the state until the corrected enrollrent lists were made 
out. Commissioner Baker of the First District wrote to Governor 
Lewis stating that the names of the drafted men under the last 
call had not been entered on the monthly report of the state of 
the enrollment, under the impression that they could and should 
be made at one time at the close of the drafting for the district 
under former calls, which was still in progress in some Bub- 
districts. Governor Lewis sent this letter to Colonel Fry on 
December 23rd 1864, and in addition he says that the conditions 
described therein apply to the whole state. He urged upon Fry 
the necessity of postponement of the assigning of quotas until 
January. On Janaiiry 5th Governor Lewis received reply that the 
assignments had been made but that the quotas could be revised 
as completely and rapidly as possible.^ ' 

The quota assigned Wisconsin was 17,800, and it was regarded 
as extremely excessive. A circular had been issued from the War 
Department on January 2nd, to the effect that quotas assigned 
on December 19th were not to be reduced except by actual en - 
listments in the arny, navy or marine corps since the 19 ultimo^ 
Governor Lewis said in regard to this on January 10,1865, in a 
letter to Stanton; 

109. Official Records, b.3, v. 4, p. 1058- 40. 
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" This circular if carried into effect will operate very vm - 
Justly upon those towns that have by extraordinary efforts and 
the expenditure of large suine of money, succeeded '^in securing 
an excess over their quotas on foriner calls, and will tend great 
ly to injiore the recruiting service. 

The fact is pretty well established in this state at least, 
that the Government ir.ust depend mainly upon recruiting for its 
soldiers. Out of over 17,000 drafted in this state during the 
last year, I am informed that but 3,000 are in the service. This 
being the case, it seems to me that efforts should be directfedclas 
far as possible toward stimulating the recruiting service** . . . . 

One way to do this as he suggested was to give towns full 
credit, and com|)el the unpatriotic ones to do their duty. Then 
too, the recruiting service was bad. The authority of the Gover - 
nor to appoint recruiting agents had benn revoked. It was being 
made by the Provost Marshals and Second Lieutenants, but there 
were no Second Lieutenants in the state and the six District 
Provost Marshals were busy in their off ice, and men were not going 
to travel two or three hundred miles at their own expense to Join 
the army. Governor Lewis asked to have the quotas made not before 
February 1st. His letter goes on to say; 

..? That Justice may be done our state in the assignment of 
quotas I would, under the circumstances respectfully ask that 
the final quota of Wisconsin, under the late call for 300,000 
men, may not be assigned until the corrected rolls are received 
by you, and that the quota of this state mat be assigned upon 
them as corrected. Allow me to say further relative to quotas 
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that I very much desire when quotas are aselfrned to this state 
that some explanation should accompany them. A feeling exists 
and is gaining ground in the West, and particularly in this 
state, that the western states have been called upon to foirnish 
more than their due proportion of men** . . • . (HO) The he contin ■ 
ues to say in regard to the feeling in Wisconsin; 
.••" This feeling in this state has been very much increased ( 
and I fear will seribusly hinder recruiting) by the late action 
of the Provost Marshal General in assigning the quota under the 
last call for 300,000 men. The quota sent jt6 the state on the 
call of 300,000 was nearly the same as the quota previously 
assigned on 500,000 which we supposed was assigned on the same 
rolls. This fact without explanations has very much startled 
the people and very little has been done by way of recruiting?.. 

The feeling against Colonel P ry grew bitter, and even the 
state officials expressed their feeling against him. On Jan - 
uary 23rd, the quotas were re -assigned and credits credits were 
deducted up to December 31st. The quota was apportioned to the 
several Congressional Districts as follows ; 

Ist. District 1740 

8nd •• 2291 

3rd •^ 2105 

4th " 1632 

5th " 2127 

6th " 2461 

The quota assigned the Sixth District was larger than that of 
the disloyal ones, and the people of that portion of Wisconsin 
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became indignant. The members of the Legislature from this 
district sent in a petition to Governor Lewis on January 30th, 
1865, to this effect; 

•* The undersigned members of the Senate and Assembly from that 
part of the State of Wisconsin comprised in the Sixth Congress- 
ional District, respectfully represent that we believe the quota 
of 2461 men assigned to said district by the Provost Marshal 
General under the call of the President OfrDecember 19th, 1864, 
is erroneous; that we believe the quota is very nearly, if not 
quite, double otir Just proportion; that owing to the fact of the 
district covering a large and sparsely settled territory,towit , 
twenty four counties, several of which are over 200 miles from 
the office of the Commissioners of the Board of Enrollment, the 
enrollment for the year 1863 of said district has not been cor- 
rected as yet, although the corrmissioners have been for several 
weeks, and will be until the 15th of February, engaged in visit - 
ing the several counties for the purpose of giving the people 
an opportunity to correct the enrollment •*. *i.*^ ' 

Colonel Fry it seemed had very little knowledge of the con - 
d it ions existing in a frontier state like Wisconsin. He was more 
inclined to look upon the situation as a manifestation of dis - 
loyalty. This resolution together with a joint resolution passed 
by the Legislature asking for the War Department to grant the 
Governor power to appoint recruiting agents, were sent by the 
Governor with a letter of his own, to Colonel Pry on February 

110. This communication is found in Official Records, s.3, v. 4, 
p. 1040. 

111. Ibid. p. 1103. 
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3rd, 1865 • In hie own letter the Governor asked for a re-asBign - 
ment of the quotas based upon the corrections which would be 
completed by February 15th. All this meant delay and if a draft 
was going to be used the quota could never be filled until early 
Bummer. Colonel Pry refused to make any change, or grant any time 
for further corrections, and so the state he well as the district 
was forced to submit to the injustice. 

The Legislature petitioned the Governor to ask that the draft 
be suspended until April let. fiie date had been changed from Peb- 
ruaryl5th(' on which date it was executed in most states) to March 
27th. This was also refused. Then the wrath of the people of the 
state found expression in a Memorial sent to the President of 
the United Stfites, and signed by the Governor and the President 
of the Senate and Speaker of the House or Assembly. The Memorial 
assured the National Government of its loyalty and desire to do - 
its Just share, and then it went on to state the facts in regard 
to the excessive quotas of Wisconsin thus: 

^ While we do not wish to give utterance to any one sentiment 
which will impede the work of enlisting, which is now progress - 
ing rapidly, thereby indicating in a manner not to be misunder - 
stood not only the willingness but determination of the people 
everywhere to stand by the present Administration in its efforts 
to restore peace and restore to unborn millions the glorious in - 
stitutions of civil and religious liberty, wa are compelled to 
saythat, in the opinion of your memorialists, that great in Jus - 
tice has been imposed upon certain states, congressional district 
B and sub-districts of the country and that such is especially 
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the case in the State of WiBconein; that the quota of said state 

1b much too large when considered In the light of proportion to 

the whole number of men called for, and of her enrolled militia 

when compared with the aggregate militia of all the states re - 

quired to make up the complement of 300,000 men" • • . • 

The Memorial then charged Colonel Fry with turning a deaf ear 

to the entreaties of the people and refusing to give explanations 

to satisfy the disturbed public opinion which was heard every - 

where throughout the stake. The Memorial went on to say: 

•* Your taemorialists are thereby impressed more thoroughly there 

is not only a wrong in fact, but that he is conscious of such 

wrong . 

Your memorialists are of the opinion General Pry has a new 

arithfcetic, the principles of which he alone understands; and 

that "byr Its application when he subtracts the credits which a 

district is entitled to from the quota required from such dis - 

trict that such quota is thereby enlarged.?. . 

They asked for his removal and that his office be given to a 

competent person. 

On February 23rd the War Department ordered the draft to 

begin on March 27th in all sub-districts where no effort was 

being made to fill their quotas. This encouraged recruiting, 

ixntil Congress passed a law amending the Conscription act ( in 

February) which compelled the recruit to be credited in the place 

where he was enrolled. This put a damper on recruiting for a 
time. In fact some towns in Eastern Wisconsin did not have men 
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enough left to carry on recruiting. A letter written to the 
Governor on November 8, 1864, pictures the conditions here as 
well as pen can describe them, (112) 
His Excellency Governor Lewis: Dear Sir; 

" I would respectful IJr ask your aid and sympathy, in behalf of 
our poor towns in this section if in your power to aid them, 
Po» I know you to be a true man to the best interests of our 
noble, patriotic state, and the whole Union. I would respectfully 
ask you to prevent a supplementary draft in this district (5th) 
if possible, as very many of the towns are depopulated. There are 
none left but old men, boys, criDples, woiren and children. Wany 
and many of the best farms are returning to a state of nature or 
worse. It looks sorrowful to see buildings and fences going to 
ruin, while the rank weeds luxurate in undisturbed possession. 
You well know this section is true to the Union as the needle to 
the pole. They have enlisted for the rich towns to such an extent 
that if they are now compelled to fill their quotas it will take 
nearly every able bodied man from the district. If you have the 
power to serve the people in this hour of their extreme need, 
you will endear yourself to them to the end of their lives, and 
if you could arrest the cowardly traitors who run when duty cali 
8 , the people of this section will load you with their blessings 
and praise and the people respectfully* ask you to recommend in 
your message to the Legislature, a law to disfranchise all who 
desert their state and nation when duty calls, and the nation 
and country asks her children for aid, and that their property 
be confiscated to the state for the benefit of soldiers, widows 
•lis. Letters, frpm the Governor •© Office. 
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and orphans' 

The Governor answered this pathetic appeal direct from the 

heart, in the following manner: he told the writer that the 

matter had been referred to Colonel Lovell and that all would 

be done that was possible to right the wrong. 

The draft commenced in the first district on March 27th, in 

the 3rd on March 28th, in the 5th on April 1st, and was in the 

i 
process of execution when the glorious news of Lee's surrender 

stopped all recruiting* The Sixth District had no draft at all 

as the enrollment was not yet completed. The people had lost all 

interest and one would hardly know that a draft was on by looking 

over the newspapers. After the surrender of Lee two armies came 

home to Wisconsin, one from the last covered with glory, and one 

from Canada covered with shame. In fact many of the skidadlers 

returned home to vote and then fled again to evad^ the officers. 

Dr. Crane reports that one-half the voters in some towns were 

skidadlers. 

During the short time the draft was on 1325 were drafted, 

and 1140 substitutes were offered. Most all drafted men entered 

infantry regiments and they usually proved to be good soldiers. 

Some of them (279) went into the 1st cavalry regiment. 

Recapitulation. 
Total drafted men during the war. 



ietrict . 


1863_— 


■65. 


1862. 




1 


2315 




275 




2 


1080 




27 




3 


1572 




60 




4 


1995 




423 
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5 2129 201 

6 1598 32 

TdtaJ 10680 721 

OonclUBione* 
Ab a meariB of raising troops in itself, the Conscription act was 
a failure. The stimulation it gave to recruiting alone justified 
it. In a state like Wisconsin, with its frontier conditions and 
its foreign element, the task of carrying on the draft was made 
doubly hard. It is probable that much trouble arose because of the 
failure of the War Department to fairiliariee themselves with the 
actual conditions here. Their demands while not unreasonable, did 
not fit the conditions prevailing in the state. No doubt the drflf% 
would have been more efficient with more soldiers here to execute 
it, and to arrest those who fled. The skidadlers were not dealt 
with severely enough. As to whether Wisconsin would have done 
better without a draft it seems hardly probable, as opposition to 
the Administration would have interfered with volunteering. The 
work of the officers who had the unhappy Job of enforcing the 
draft was without question fair and Just and they did the best 
they could under the circumstances. The fact that the Sixth 
District was compelled to furnish more men per population than 
any other district of the state, and probably as many as any dis- 
trict in the United States was no discredit to them.. The cause 
can be found in the economic conditions and the total lack of 
military preparation in the state. 
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RECAPITULATION. 



HO. Failed discharged Total No. examin 
drawn « to quota diecharp-e. ed. 
report. full. 



100 



July 1863. 149S5 2697 



64 



2761 



12174 



July 1864. 20804 7901 



967 



8869 



11933 



Dec. 1864. 2656 1144 



449 



1593 



1063 



"/ -> 



Person Substitutes. Paid Aliens. Non-res- 
ally comm. idents. 
held. money. 
July 1863. 627 246 5080 847 228 



July 1864. 8875 



1269 



16 



842 



607 



Dec. 1864. 220 



107 






Total No. failing to report. 11,742 
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On the map on the opposite page is shown the region 
having a large foreign population* The counties shaded green 
were largely German, with other nationalities mixed in. 
The red shows the regions where resistance was offered to 

the draft. 
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